ORDER APPOINTING A PARENTING FCILITATOR
TEXAS, USA

DALLAS, COLLIN OR DENTON County





                           :  IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
                        Plaintiff


   :  _________ COUNTY, TEXAS
   :  
vs.



   :  NO.      CV        CU

   :  






   :  
                        Defendant


   :  CIVIL ACTION – CUSTODY

ORDER FOR PARENTING FACILITATION

AND NOW, [the above-captioned Parties agreeing and] the Court finding that it is in the best interest of the child[ren], [NAMES OF CHILDREN, DOB], that a Parenting Facilitator be appointed to assist the parties in implementing the custodial arrangement set forth in the Custody Parenting Plan/Order dated __________________________, in resolving related parenting issues, and to teach the parties how to effectively and appropriately co-parent, the following is [STIPULATED AND] ORDERED:

1.
APPOINTMENT AND TERM:


______________________ is appointed as the Parties’ Parenting Facilitator for a term of [__] months, or until the resignation of the Parenting Facilitator or termination of the appointment by the Court, whichever first occurs.  The Parenting Facilitator’s Terms of Engagement are attached hereto and are incorporated into this Appointment Order.  The Court shall have authority to sanction a party for non-compliance with the Parenting Facilitator’s Terms of Engagement.


Legal counsel for ________________________________ [or either party, if pro-se] shall provide copies of all Orders, Pleadings and Custody Evaluations in this case to the Parenting Facilitator within ten (10) days of the date hereof.

2.
ROLE OF THE PARENTING Facilitator
A.
Parenting Facilitation involves two components:



1)
The Parenting Facilitator shall attempt to resolve issues arising out of the custody order/court approved agreement/parenting plan through facilitation, mediation, consultation, coaching and education, all of which are non-decision-making functions;



2)
If it is apparent to the Parenting Facilitator that continued similar efforts are unlikely to resolve the issue(s), the Parenting Facilitator shall have the authority to resolve the dispute by providing a Decision for the parties on the issue(s).


B.
The Parenting Facilitator will not function as the psychotherapist, counselor, solicitor or advocate for the parties, or the parties’ child[ren], or family.  However, the Parenting Facilitator is permitted and encouraged to facilitate communication and agreement between the parties whenever possible, and shall always act in a manner conducive to the best interests of the child[ren].

3.
PARENTING FACILITATOR’S AUTHORITY:


The Parenting Facilitator, in order to implement the custodial arrangement set forth in the Custody Parenting Plan/Order and resolve related parenting issues about which they do not agree, is authorized to make decisions about issues that may include, but are not limited to, the following:


A.
Dates, times, places and conditions for transitions between households;


B.
Temporary variation from the schedule for a special event or particular circumstance;


C.
Minor adjustments to the physical custody schedule as set forth in the current Custody Parenting Plan/Order;


D.
School issues, apart from school selection;


E.
Child[ren]’s participation in recreation, enrichment, and extracurricular activities, programs and travel;


F.
Financial issues related to child[ren]’s activity fees or other expenses related to custody and not covered by a support order.

G.
Child-care arrangements;


H.
Clothing, equipment, toys and personal possessions of the child[ren];


I.
Behavioral management of the child[ren];


J.
Information exchange (school, health, social, etc.) and communication with or about the child[ren];


K.
Facilitatation of existing or court-ordered services for either of the parties or child[ren] (e.g. Psychological testing, alcohol or drug monitoring/testing, psychotherapy, anger management, parenting class, etc.);


L.
Other related custody issues that the parties mutually agree, in writing, to submit to their Parenting Facilitator.
4.
EXCLUSIONS FROM PARENTING FACILITATOR’S AUTHORITY:


A.
The following specific issues are excluded from the Parenting Facilitator’s [function and] decision-making authority, except as provided in subparagraph (B) herein below:



1)
A change in legal custody decision-making authority set forth in the Custody Parenting Plan/Order;



2)
A change in primary physical custody (residential parenting time) set forth in the Custody Parenting Plan/Order;



3)
A change in the Court-ordered custody schedule (parenting time) that substantially reduces or expands the child[ren]’s time with one or both parties;



4)
A change in the geographic residence of the child[ren]’s (relocation) that would render implementation of the current Custody Parenting Plan/Order impossible or impracticable;



5)
Determination of financial issues, other than allocation of the Parenting Facilitator’s fees.


B.
The Parties and the Parenting Facilitator may mutually agree in writing to submit any of the excluded issues to the Parenting Facilitator for a Decision. 

5.
NON-CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATIONS:


No communications of the parties and/or their lawyers with the Parenting Facilitator are confidential.  The Parenting Facilitator may communicate in writing with the Court regarding any matter, and shall send contemporaneous copies of any such communication to legal counsel for the parties (or the parties, if pro-se).

6.
SOURCES OF INFORMATION:


Each party shall provide the Parenting Facilitator with all information that the Parenting Facilitator requests, including signed HIPAA releases and other forms requested.  The Parenting Facilitator is authorized to contact any professional or other individual as the Parenting Facilitator deems necessary (e.g. the children, therapists, physicians, childcare providers, teachers, family members, etc.).

7.
COMMUNICATION WITH THE PARENTING FACILITATOR:


A.
Protocol:

The Parenting Facilitator shall determine the protocol of all communications, interviews, and sessions, including who shall or may attend the sessions (including the children), and whether the sessions will be conducted in person or by other means.  Where domestic violence or abuse, as defined under 23 Pa. C.S. § 6102, is alleged, the protocols should include measures addressing the safety of all participants, unless the Court deems the measures unnecessary.


B.
Oral and Written Communications with the Parenting Facilitator:


The parties and their attorneys shall have the right to receive, but not to initiate, oral ex-parte (one-sided) communications from the Parenting Facilitator, but the fact of such communication shall be known to the other party.  Any party or legal counsel may communicate in writing with the Parenting Facilitator provided a copy is sent to the other party simultaneously.  Any documents, tape recordings or other material which one party gives to the Parenting Facilitator must also be made available to the other party or his/her legal counsel for inspection and copying.  In accordance with Paragraph 5 hereinabove, no such communications are confidential.


C. 
Written Communications Between the Parenting Facilitator and Appointing Judge:
(1) The Parenting Facilitator may initiate written communication with the Appointing Judge, and shall contemporaneously send copies to the parties’ and their attorneys.

(a) in the event of non-compliance of a party with any provision of this Appointment Order (including provisions relating to the compensation of the Parenting Facilitator); and/or

(b) detailing the Parenting Facilitator's reasons for withdrawing from service in the case.
 
(c) Absent consent of the parties or an emergency affecting the child[ren]’s health or welfare, any communication from the Parenting Facilitator to the Judge shall be in writing, and shall be copied simultaneously to legal counsel for the parties (or the parties, if pro se).  If the Parenting Facilitator has communicated orally with the Court on an emergency basis the Parenting Facilitator promptly shall communicate in writing to legal counsel for the parties (or the parties, if pro se) the substance of the oral communication.
8. 
PARENTING FACILITATION DECISION-MAKING PROCESS:

A. 
Prior to the Parenting Facilitator making a Decision, the Parenting Facilitator shall provide a notice and opportunity for each of the parties to be heard, unless exigent circumstances render contact with both parties impracticable or potentially dangerous to a party and/or the child[ren].  In the event a party is given advance written notice of a session but does not attend, the Parenting Facilitator may make a Decision despite that party’s absence.  


B.
Agreements:



1)
Agreements reached by the parties shall be reduced to writing and may be filed in the Prothonotary’s Office at the parties’ custody docket by the Parenting Facilitator.

C.
Decisions:



1)
The Parenting Facilitator’s Decisions may be communicated to the parties orally, but must be confirmed to the parties in writing a soon as practicable.  When appropriate the Parenting Facilitator shall file a Decision with the Prothonotary’s Office at the parties’ above-captioned custody docket.  Written Decisions shall include brief relevant factual findings and rationale.



2)
The Parenting Facilitator’s Decisions shall be binding upon the parties unless and until revised by Court Order.
9.
JUDICIAL REVIEW:


A.
Review of Decisions:


Any party seeking judicial review of a Parenting Facilitator’s Decision must file a Petition for a de novo hearing within 20 days of the written Decision, specifically stating the issue(s) and attaching a copy of the Decision.  The Petition must be served on the other party(ies) and Parenting Facilitator in accordance with the Rules of Civil Procedure.  The hearing before the Court shall be de novo.  The Court shall hear the case on the record, and shall render a decision within the time periods set forth in Rule 1915.4.


B.
New Court Proceedings:


Prior to filing any new motion, petition or complaint with the Court involving non-emergency custody or parenting of the child[ren] within the scope of the Parenting Facilitator’s authority, the parties shall participate in no fewer than two sessions with the Parenting Facilitator to attempt resolution of the specific disputed issue(s) (and to permit a Decision to be made to the extent authorized by Paragraph 3 hereinabove).


C.
The procedures set forth in this Section are mandatory, and may not be waived by the parties.
10.
QUASI-JUDICIAL IMMUNITY:


The Court-appointed Parenting Facilitator is an Officer of the Court has quasi-judicial immunity and as such the Parenting Facilitator cannot be sued based on his/her actions performed within the scope of this Custody Appointment Order.
11.
CHILD ABUSE REPORTING:


The Parenting Facilitator is a person required to report suspected child abuse pursuant to the provisions of the Texas Family Code and HIPPA.
12.
TESTIMONY:

The Parenting Facilitator cannot be compelled to testify in any proceeding absent a Court Order.  In the event the Parenting Facilitator elects or is required to testify, he/she shall be compensated commensurate with his/her rate by one or both of the parties as the Court deems appropriate.
13.
ALLOCATION OF FEES:


The parties will share the obligation to pay the fees of the Parenting Facilitator: ___% Mother, ____% Father.  Fees may be reallocated by the Court or the Parenting Facilitator if he/she determines that one party has disproportionately caused the need for the service.  The Parenting Facilitator may, in his/her discretion charge parties for missed sessions or sessions cancelled less than twenty-four hours prior to the scheduled session.
14.
TERMINATION/WITHDRAWAL OF PARENTING FACILITATOR:


A.
Neither party may unilaterally terminate the Parenting Facilitator’s services without Court approval, nor may the parties do so by mutual agreement without Court approval.  

B.
The Parenting Facilitator may withdraw from service at any time, upon ten days’ written notice to all counsel of record for the parties (or the parties, if pro se), and the Court.


C.
Dissatisfaction with the Parenting Facilitator’s Decisions is not grounds for termination.  The opposing party and Parenting Facilitator shall be given notice of any petition for termination.  The Court may rule on the petition(s) submitted, or may schedule argument or an evidentiary hearing.

15.
ACCEPTANCE:


A.
The parties acknowledge that each has reviewed this Appointment Order and had the opportunity to consult with legal counsel.


B.
Each party shall fully cooperate with the Parenting Facilitator in compliance with this Appointment Order.

[SIGNATURES:

Mother:





Father:

________________________________

_______________________________

Date:  ______________________


Date:  ______________________

Attorney for Mother:




Attorney for Father:

________________________________

_______________________________

Date:  ______________________


Date:  ______________________]

16. 
This Appointment Order shall not be effective until accepted by the Parenting Facilitator as evidenced by his/her signature below:


I agree to my appointment as the Parenting Facilitator for the parties as set forth above.

_____________________



_______________________________ 

Date






Parenting Facilitator


   

ORDER

The above Appointment for Parenting Facilitatation is entered as a Court Order.








SO ORDERED BY THE COURT:

Date






____________, Judge

Distribution: 

Plaintiff:  

Defendant:  

Parenting Facilitator:  

STATE OF __________________
FOR THE COUNTY OF ________________

	

Plaintiff,


   Name__________________________

   Address_________________________

                        __________________________
vs.



Defendant,

                  Name__________________________

   Address_________________________

                        __________________________

	Case No.  ________________




	Attorney for Plaintiff

123 Main Street

City, State
Phone

Fax: 

E-mail: 


	Attorney for Defendant

123 Main Street

City, State
Phone

Fax:  

E-mail:  




CONSENT ORDER APPOINTING PARENTING FACILITATOR
AND NOW, this _____ day of ________, 20___ (the above-captioned parties) enter this order on the consent of the parties, who have agreed that a Parenting Facilitator shall be appointed to work with them regarding the parenting and co-parenting issues of their children.  On the consent of the parties, therefore, IT IS ORDERED that the parenting issues set forth below are referred to a Parenting Facilitator.  They are executing this Order freely and voluntarily and based upon their desire to have a Parenting Facilitator appointed to assist them in implementing, maintaining and monitoring the terms of the current court order, parenting plan, separation agreement and any other subsequent court orders as well as any other parenting matter as agreed upon by the parties.  
1.  Appointment of the Parenting Facilitator
1.1 The parties agree to retain _____________________ in the role of Parenting Facilitator to act as a neutral third party to facilitate a non-confidential process designed to expeditiously resolve issues that arise from the implementing the terms of the current court order, parenting plan, separation agreement and any other subsequent court orders as well as any other parenting matter as agreed upon by the parties in a manner consistent with the child(ren)’s best interests and in a manner that attempts to minimize parental conflict.   
1.2  Legal Counsel for __________________________  (or either party, if pro-se) shall provide copies of all Orders, Pleadings and Custody Evaluations in this case to the Parenting Facilitator within ten (10) days of the date hereof.
1.3  The parties understand that the Parenting Facilitator is a third-party neutral and facilitates a non-confidential process to: (a) educate the parties on effective approaches of communication, conflict resolution, and anger management, (b) mediate child-rearing issues in an amicable fashion, (c) assess the needs of the family, (d) monitor compliance with court orders, parenting Facilitatation process, and parenting agreements, (e) collaborate with professionals involved with the family and (f) make recommendations and/or decisions to the parties and attorneys regarding issues where the parties are unable to reach agreement.  The parties recognize that the Parenting Facilitator’s recommendations and opinions shall reflect the best interest of the child(ren).

1.4  In appointing a parenting Facilitator the parties agree to abide by any new agreements they make during the parenting Facilitatation process. 
1.5 The parties understand that the Parenting Facilitator is not employed for the benefit of either

party but rather for the benefit of their child/ren.

2.  Term of Appointment

2.1 The Parenting Facilitator will be appointed for a term of (________) months, or until the resignation of the Parenting Facilitator or termination of the appointment by the Court, whichever first occurs.  This term may be extended for successive 12-month term with the consent of the parties and the Parenting Facilitator.  No court order shall be required.  The Parenting Facilitator's term begins when the order has been signed by the Judge and Parenting Facilitator, the retainer has been paid by each party and requested forms have been submitted to the Parenting Facilitator. The term of this appointment shall be for a period of 24 months after this order is signed. 

2.2  Written notice of parties’ intent not to extend the term shall be given prior to the beginning of the next term, otherwise services continued to be performed by the Parenting Facilitator 

beyond the term shall be subject to payment until written notice of intent not to extend the term is received. 
2.3  The Parenting Facilitator may consider any matters submitted to him/her prior to the expiration of his/her term.  The Parenting Facilitator shall, if appropriate in her opinion, issue a written recommendation with regard to any matters under consideration at the time of expiration of             the term. 
2.4  The parenting Facilitatation process shall not begin until the information noted below is 

received and the parties have participated in the initial intake appointment.

2.5 The initial meetings with the parties will not be scheduled until the Parenting Facilitator receives:

a. Consent order signed by the judge;

b. Retainer and security deposit from both parents;

c. Parenting Facilitatation Intake & Assessments forms from both             parents;

d. Current court orders regarding parenting time and custody and other    

    decrees and judgments including protective orders;

e. Parenting Plan;

f. Copies of all evaluations that have been performed on both the parties 
    and their children.

2.6  As noted in Section 1.2, the above information shall be received by the Parenting Facilitator within ten (10) business days of the Parenting Facilitator receiving this consent order signed by parties, their attorneys, the judge and the parenting Facilitator.  If either party is uncooperative or non-participatory in the timely mailing of documents and fees, the Parenting Facilitator will notify the Court of the party’s non-compliance with copies to the attorneys and guardian ad litem.
3.  Role and Responsibility of the Parenting Facilitator
3.1  Parenting Facilitatation involves two components:  One of the goals of parenting Facilitatation is to assist the parents to resolve issues amicably and efficiently on their own .  However, when the parents are unable to agree, the Parenting Facilitator shall attempt to resolve issues through facilitation, mediation, consultation, coaching and education, all of which are non-decision-making functions.   
3.2  If it is apparent to the Parenting Facilitator that continued similar efforts are unlikely to resolve the issue(s), then the Parenting Facilitator shall have authority to resolve the dispute by providing a Decision for the parties on the issue.

3.3 The Parenting Facilitator will not function as the psychotherapist, counselor, attorney or advocate for the parties or the parties’ child(ren), or family.  However, the Parenting Facilitator is permitted and encouraged to facilitate communication and agreement between the parties whenever possible, and shall always act in a manner conducive to the best interests of the child(ren).

3.4 A Parenting Facilitator may be appointed during the separation process or post-divorce/separation.  During pre-divorce cases, the Parenting Facilitator shall assist the parties in the creation of a parenting plan with the goal towards assisting the parties to settle out of court.  All aspects of the parenting plan shall be incorporated into the final settlement agreement.   Post-divorce/separation cases shall also include a form of dispute resolution to assist the parties to identify and modify any aspects of their parenting plan that require clarification to avoid further conflict. 
3.5  The goals of Parenting Facilitation include, but are not limited to,

a. Promoting a cooperative relationship between parties on behalf of their child(ren).

b. Educating parties regarding the impact of family separation and their behaviors on their child(ren)’s development.
c. Reducing parental conflict through anger management, communication and conflict resolutions skills.

d. Decreasing inappropriate parental behaviors to reduce stress and shield their child(ren) from conflict.
e. Diminishing the child(ren)’s sense of loyalty binds.

f. Helping parties identify their contribution to conflict while increasing impulse control.
g. Increasing parties’ cooperation.
h. Encouraging both parties to maintain an ongoing relationship with their child(ren).

i. Working with parties in developing a detailed plan for issues such as discipline, decision-making, communication, etc.

j. Creating a more relaxed home atmosphere allowing the child(ren) to adjust more effectively with the new family structure.

k. Collaborating with professionals involved with the family in order to offer coordinated services.

3.6  The role of Parenting Facilitator shall also include the responsibility of documenting the party’s compliance with any court order, program agreements and guidelines.  In addition to session documentation and update status memos or email, the Parenting Facilitator may determine if and when to videotape joint sessions.  The purpose of videotaping shall allow the parties to view their behavior for educational purposes, and for the Parenting Facilitator to assess  progress.  Videotapes shall remain in the Parenting Facilitator’s possession unless ordered to be released by the Court. 
4.  Procedure and Rights of Parenting Facilitator
4.1    The Parenting Facilitator may conduct sessions that are informal in nature, by telephone,

email or in person.  The Parenting Facilitator shall determine the protocol of all communication, interviews, and sessions including who shall or may attend the meetings.  The parties are expected to schedule sessions when requested by the Parenting Facilitator.  

4.2  The parties understand that the Parenting Facilitator will attempt to facilitate disputes.  

Settlement discussions conducted by the Parenting Facilitator are not considered mediation.  As such, they are not confidential.
4.3  The Parenting Facilitator shall have: 

a. The authority to determine the protocol of all interviews and sessions, including, in the case of meetings with the parties, the power to determine who attends such meetings, including individual and joint sessions with the parties, interviews with collateral contacts, the children, significant others or both;
b. Reasonable access to the children; 

c. Notice of all proceedings, including requests for examinations affecting the children; 

d. Access to any therapist or psychological evaluator of any of the parties or children, and access to school or medical records; 

e. Copies of all evaluations and psychological test results performed on any children or any parent or custodian or guardian of the children, including Friend of the Court reports, psychological evaluations,  and access as needed to speak with the evaluator personally; 

f. Access to principal/teachers/teacher’s aides of the children; 

g. The ability to use consultants as necessary to assist the Parenting Facilitator in the performance of the duties in this Order;

h. Copies of all past and future pleadings relating to custody and parenting issues within ten (10) calendar days after filing. 
4.4  If either party is uncooperative or non-participatory in determining the timely scheduling of appointments, then the Parenting Facilitator alone may determine the date, time and place of the session to which the parties must attend or be found in default of this Consent Order with respect to cooperation, which shall not preclude the Parenting Facilitator from continuing to provide the Parenting Facilitatation service as per this consent order.

5.  Authority of The Parenting Facilitator
5.1 The Parenting Facilitator, in order to implement the custodial arrangement set forth in the Custody Agreement/Parenting Plan/Order and resolve related parenting issues about which they do not agree, is authorized to make decisions about issues that may include, but are not limited to the following:

a.  Dates, times, places and conditions for transitions between households;


b.  Temporary variation from the schedule for special event or particular circumstance;


c.  Minor adjustments to the physical custody schedule as set forth in the current Custody 

                   Order/Agreement/Parenting Plan;


d.  School issues, apart from school selection;


e.  Child(ren)’s participation in recreation, enrichment, and extracurricular activities, programs and 

                    travel;


f.  Child-care arrangements;


g.  Clothing, equipment, toys and personal possessions of the child(ren);

h.  Behavioral management of the child(ren);

i.   Information exchange (school, health, social, etc) and communication with or about the 

                   child(ren);

               j.  Facilitatation of existing court ordered  services for either of the parties or child(ren) (e.g. 

                   psychological testing, alcohol, or drug monitoring/testing, psychotherapy, anger management, 

                   parenting classes, etc.);


k. Other related custody issues that the parties mutually agree, in writing, to submit to the Parenting 

                   Facilitatation.

Other ideas which may be similar to the above:

a. Communication between the child(ren) and parents;

b. Communication between the parties

c. Dates, times, places and conditions for transportation, and persons authorized to transport and transfers of children between parents; 

d. Alterations in the parenting schedule, so long as the basic time sharing arrangement is not changed;  

e. Temporary variation from the schedule for a special event of particular circumstance;

f. Anticipated conflicts in the child(ren)’s scheduling that occur;

g. Clarifying clause that may be required given situation and events that were not initially anticipated when the parenting plan or court order were developed;

h. Movement of the child(ren)’s clothing, equipment, toys and personal possessions between households;

i. Vacations and holidays: schedules, implementation, passports and travel arrangements;

j. Daily routines including health care, education maters;

k. Minor healthcare management including appointment of medical, dental, orthodontic, therapeutic and vision care providers;

l. Discipline and behavior management of the children;

m. Information exchange (school, health, social, etc) and communication about the child(en);

n. Enrichment, extracurricular and school activities and recreation and camps;

o. Discipline;

p. Physical appearance of the children including haircuts, and body art;

q. Child care/day care/babysitting issues; and

r. Resources for either parent such as, but not limited to, psychotherapy and termination of same, substance abuse and domestic violence treatment and/or counseling, drug and alcohol screens and parenting classes.  

s. Participation by significant others, relatives, etc. in parenting time.

Optional:  The Parenting Facilitator may make temporary recommendations on the following:

a. education;

b. physical and mental health care management, including: determining and          recommending appropriate medical and mental health evaluation and treatment  The Parenting Facilitator may recommend how any health care provider is chosen;

c. Other:  (e.g., religious matters, private schooling, non-parent visitation, etc.).

5.2  The following specific issues are excluded from the Parenting Facilitator’s function and decision-making authority except as provided in 4.3 herein below:

a.  A change in legal custody decision-making authority set forth in the Custody Agreement/Parenting Plan/Order;

b.  A change in primary physical custody (residential parenting time) set forth in the Custody Agreement/Parenting Plan/Order;

c  Change in the ordered custody schedule (parenting time) which substantially reduces or expands the child(ren)’s time with one or both parents;

d.  A change in the geographic residence (relocation) of the child(ren) which would render implementation of the current Custody Agreement/Parenting Plan/Order;

impossible or impracticable;

e.  Determination of financial issues, other than allocation of the Parenting Facilitator’s fees;

f.  Other: _______________________________________  

5.3  The parties may mutually agree in writing to submit any of the excluded issues set forth above to the Parenting Facilitator for his/her facilitation and recommendation.  Any such recommendation shall be non-binding, unless the parties agree to the result and enter a stipulation to be made an order of Court.  Once so entered, the result is not subject to judicial review as set forth in Section 7 below.


OPTION:  The parties hereby agree to follow the Parenting Facilitator’s temporary  recommendation as the order of the court until a contrary order is entered by the court.  However, written and final recommendations made at the completion of the process are advisory only.  The Parenting Facilitator shall not have the authority to determine or recommend physical or legal custody, or geographic residence of the child(ren).   The Parenting Facilitator may not arbitrate any parenting issues without additional arbitration consent order signed by all parties.
6.  Decision-Making Process 

6.1  Prior to the Parenting Facilitator making a Decision, the Parenting Facilitator shall provide a notice and opportunity for each of the parties to be heard, unless exigent circumstances render contact with both parties impracticable or potentially dangerous to a party and/or the child(ren).  In the event a party is given advance written notice of a session but does not attend, the Parenting Facilitator may make Decisions despite that party’s absence.
6.2 The Parenting Facilitator’s Decisions may be communication to the parties orally, but must be confirmed in writing as soon as practical and file in the Prothonotary’s Office at the parties’ above-captioned custody docket.

6.3 The Parenting Facilitator’s Decisions shall be binding upon the parties unless and until revised by the court.  OR 6.3 Decisions made by the Parenting Facilitator shall be binding and effective when signed by the Parenting Facilitator.  Decisions need not be in writing and may be made orally if circumstances involving severe time constraints and/or possible emergencies so warrant.  Oral decisions shall be binding and effective when made in a fashion communicated to both parties, and such decisions shall be further confirmed in writing to both parties and counsel as soon as practicable.  Written decisions shall have the effect of a Court Order.  If requested by either party, the Parenting Facilitator will issue a written report setting forth the reasons for a decision, within five (5) days of the issuance of the Decision.

7.  Judicial Review

7.1  Review of Decisions: Any party seeking judicial review of a Parenting Facilitator’s Decision must file a Petition for a de novo hearing within 20 days of the filling of the Decision, specifically stating the issue(s) and attaching a copy of the Decision.  The Petition must be served on the other party(ies) and Parenting Facilitator in accordance with the Rules of Civil Procedure.  The hearing before the Court shall be de novo.  The Court shall hear the case on the record, and shall render a decision within the time periods set forth in Rule 1915.4.

7.2  New Court Proceedings:

The parties acknowledge that they are discouraged from taking any adversarial action against the other parent.  Prior to filing any new motion, petition or compliant with the Court involving emergency custody or parenting of the child(ren) within the scope of the Parenting Facilitator’s authority, the parties shall participate in no fewer than two sessions with the Parenting Facilitator to attempt to resolution of the specific disputed issue(s) and to permit a Decision to be made to the extent authorized by paragraph hereinabove.

7.3  The procedure set forth in this Section 7.2 is mandatory, and may not be waived by the parties.  

Another Option for Judicial Review

7.1 In the event a party objects to a Decision by the Parenting Facilitator, the parties and counsel, if requested by the parties, may meet and confer with the Parenting Facilitator to attempt to resolve the objections.  If the issues are resolved, a written stipulation shall be prepared by the Parenting Facilitator or counsel and submitted to the Court to be entered as an Order.  Such stipulation shall modify the prior Decision by the Parenting Facilitator, in whole or in part, as set forth in the stipulation.

7.2  If a party continues to object to a Decision by the Parenting Facilitator, that party may file with the Court a motion for review attaching a copy of the Decision, the report (if any) and stating the objections with clarity.  The Decision shall remain in effect until changed by the Court.  There shall be a trial de novo on issues decided by the Parenting Facilitator within the scope of his/her authority as set forth in Section 5.  The Court may schedule a conference with regularly appointed Master or Conciliator where it deems appropriate to identify the issues and potentially reach agreements at that proceeding. 

7.3 Once the Parenting Facilitator issues a decision, if a party then fails to follow the decision, the compliant party may file for a sanctions hearing to be scheduled in Court for judicial review. If the Court determines a party is not in compliance, the non-compliant party can be held in contempt and sanctions may be issued at the discretion of the Court.

8.    Communication with the Parenting Facilitator.

8.1 No communication of the parties and/or their counsel with the Parenting Facilitator is confidential. The Parenting Facilitator may communicate in writing with the Court regarding any matter, and shall send contemporaneous copies of any such communication to [the parties (if pro-se)] legal counsel.

8.2  The parties and their attorneys shall have the right to receive, but not initiate, oral e-parte (one-sided) communications from the Parenting Facilitator, but the fact of such communications shall be known to the other party.  The Parenting Facilitator may discuss with either attorney, the process of parenting  Facilitation and details regarding their client.  The other party shall not be discussed unless joint conference calls with attorneys, joint meetings, or status memos are used or by deposition or testimony.  
8.3 Any party or legal counsel may communicate in writing with the Parenting Facilitator provided a copy is sent to the other party simultaneously.  Any documents, tape recordings or other material which one party gives to the Parenting Facilitator must also be made available to the other party or his/her legal counsel for inspection and copying.  No such communication is confidential.

Another Option:
The parties and their attorneys have the right to initiate oral and/or written communications with the Parenting Facilitator. 
8.4   All communication from the parties and/or their attorneys to the Parenting Facilitator and/or from the Parenting Facilitator to the parties and/or their attorneys shall not be deemed confidential, but rather shall be admissible in evidence under the Rules of Evidence and Rules of Court.  In addition, the Parenting Facilitator is authorized to communicate with the Court as to compliance at a hearing.

8.5 (This provision may not fit with statutes or local rules if the Court requires the PC to testify or provide documentation as noted above). All notes and documentation remain the property of the Parenting Facilitator and will not be released to the parties.  The parties acknowledge that these notes cannot be subject to collection by subpoena or court order.  They are to remain confidential.  Any release would be at the sole discretion of the Parenting Facilitator.  

8.6 The Parenting Facilitatation process is non-confidential and the Parenting Facilitator may  exchange information with any screener, evaluator, therapist or guardian ad litem  or other party. The Parenting Facilitator may speak with any combination of parties, counsel, and collateral contacts (including but not limited to therapists, teachers, caregivers, relatives, friends and employers) outside of the presence of other parties or counsel. The parties’ signatures on this Consent Order constitute a full release and authorization to the Parenting Facilitator to communicate and exchange information with all collateral contacts.

8.7  Each party shall provide the Parenting Facilitator with all information that the Parenting Facilitator requests, including signing HIPAA releases and other forms requested within the time frame requested by the Parenting Facilitator. The Parenting Facilitator is authorized to contact any professional or other individual as the Parenting Facilitator deems necessary (e.g. the children, therapists, physicians, childcare providers, teachers, family member, etc.)

8.8  The Parenting Facilitator’s notes and transcriptions of communications between confidential sources and notes with the children shall be kept confidential and are not subject to discovery or subpoena, unless required by the Judge, if the Parenting Facilitator determines it would not be in the best interest of the children or the parties.

8.9  The Parenting Facilitator may communicate with the parties’ children outside the presence of the parties.  The Parenting Facilitator may communicate with the therapists who are treating the parties’ children.  If the Parenting Facilitator is of the opinion that the information or notes generated by the Parenting Facilitator’s communication with the children or with the children’s therapists contain information that may be detrimental to the children or that may be damaging to the children’s relationship with his or her therapist or with either parent, the Parenting Facilitator may withhold that information in her discretion.  If either party wishes to review such information, a review may only be allowed on a noticed Motion, after an in camera review of the information by the Court, in consultation with the Parenting Facilitator.  If, after such a review, the Judge agrees with the Parenting Facilitator that the divulging of such information could be detrimental to the children or damaging to the children’s relationship with his or her therapist or either party, 

the Court may order that such information need not be divulged.  

8.10  If necessary the Parenting Facilitator may function as a communication conduit between        the two parties until they are able to successfully do so without the assistance of the Parenting Facilitator.

8.11 The Parenting Facilitator’s findings are not confidential.  However, the Parenting Facilitator may not casually communicate information learned in her performance of these     responsibilities to those who are not involved with the family with the exception of the use 

of consultants as noted above.

9.  Written communication Between the Parenting Facilitator and Appointing Judge

9.1 The Parenting Facilitator will have the ability to initiate written communication with the Appointing Judge, and shall contemporaneously send copies to both attorneys.


a.  in the event of non-compliance of a party with any provision of this Appointment Order (including provisions relating to the compensation of the Parenting Facilitator); or 


b. detailing the Parenting Facilitator’s reasons for withdrawing from service in the case.

9.2 Absent an emergency affecting the child(ren)’s health or welfare, any communication from the Parenting Facilitator to the court shall be in writing and shall be copied simultaneously to the parties (or, if represented, counsel).  If the Parenting Facilitator has communicated orally with the Court on an emergency basis, the Parenting Facilitator shall promptly communicate to the parties (or, if represented, counsel) in writing the substance of the oral communication.
Other option:

The Parenting Facilitator shall not communicate ex parte to the court except in the case of an emergency as stated above.   The Parenting Facilitator may communicate in writing with the Court regarding any matter, and shall send contemporaneous copies of any such communication to the parties (if pro-se) legal counsel.  
10.  Written Recommendations and Status Memos
10.1 The Parenting Facilitator's written recommendations and/or memos shall be mailed, emailed or faxed to each party, their attorneys and guardian ad litem. The Parenting Facilitator may send status memos to document any impasse or non-compliance by either party. If required by the Judge, the Parenting Facilitator shall mail, e-mail or fax a copy of recommendations and memos to the Judge with copies to the attorneys, guardian ad litem and the parties.

10.2  In the case of an emergency, the Parenting Facilitator shall have discretion to issue oral 

emergency recommendations, if they believe they are warranted.  Emergency recommendations, including the need for an emergency hearing, shall be communicated to the parties, their attorneys

and the Court by the means most likely to ensure that each is aware of the request, with a confirming letter, fax or email to follow as soon as possible.  The Parenting Facilitator may subsequently issue a written recommendation, as described  in the paragraph preceding.  An emergency recommendation may also address the potential need for visitation to be changed to supervised visitation.  

11.    Reporting required by _________ State Law
11.1   Mandated Reporting.  _________law requires that all health care practitioners (Physicians, 

Marriage Counselors, Family and Child Counselors, Psychologists, Teachers, Social Workers and others) report to Child Protective Services any information regarding suspected child abuse. A Parenting Facilitator, including an attorney performing the role of a Parenting     Facilitator is a child advocate and therefore is mandated to report.

11.2   False Allegations of Child Abuse.  It is recognized that high-conflict cases have a higher

rate of false allegations.  However, the Parenting Facilitator shall use their professional   judgment in making any report for possible abuse. 
11.3   Immunity for Child Abuse Reporting.  Health care practitioners who are required to report allegations of child abuse are immune from civil suits or liability for making their required reports. They may not be sued either for the report or for the violation of the confidentiality privilege.  Specific statutes provide for the immunity for civil suits and also provide an exception to the confidentiality privilege.  Others, including attorney Parenting Facilitators, are also immune from prosecution, civil suits, or liability for good faith reporting of suspected child abuse.  

12.  Stipulation as to Resolution of Disputes with the Parenting Facilitator 

12.1   The parties, in consenting to entry of this order, stipulate and agree that they will make every 

effort to resolve disputes they may have with the Parenting Facilitator regarding any   recommendations or actions arising out of performance of the role of Parenting Facilitator in this matter. 
12.2  The complaining party shall discuss their concern in person with the Parenting Facilitator before pursuing it in any other manner.  If, after discussion, the party is not satisfied that the compliant has been dealt with satisfactorily, then he/she shall submit a written letter detailing the compliant to the Parenting Facilitator, to the other party and to any attorneys representing the parties and/or child(ren).  The Parenting Facilitator shall provide a written response to the party and attorneys within twenty (20) days.  

12.3  If the letter does not resolve the compliant, given the circumstances; the Parenting Facilitator will meet with the complaining parent and their attorney to further discuss the matter.

11.4  If the compliant is not resolved, the complaining party may file a motion on notice to the other party with the Court to remove the Parenting Facilitator.  The motion shall proceed on written documents submitted by both parents and the Parenting Facilitator, unless the Court orders a hearing.
12.5  The Court shall reserve jurisdiction to determine if either or both parties and/or the Parenting Facilitator shall ultimately be responsible for any portions, or all, of said Parenting Facilitator’s time and costs spent in responding to the grievance and the Parenting Facilitator’s attorney’s fees, if any.

12.6   The parties acknowledge that neither party may complain about the Parenting Facilitator to any licensing board or file a civil suit without first meeting and conferring with the Parenting Facilitator in an effort to resolve the grievance.  
12.7   Further, if either party files any form of complaint, suit or grievance against the Parenting 

Facilitator, he/she agrees to fully compensate and reimburse the Parenting Facilitator for her time and expenses incurred in defending any frivolous complaints ("frivolous" is defined as a complaint that is dismissed as unfounded), including attorney fees.
13.  Privilege Does Not Apply
13. 1  The parties understand that the Parenting Facilitator is not acting as therapist or attorney to the parties, and as such, no client-therapist relationship or privilege or client-attorney relationship is    

created between the Parenting Facilitator and the parties by this Consent Order and that communications are not privileged. 

13.2  When the Parenting Facilitator is a mental health provider the parties recognize that no legal information is being offered but rather experience.  Therefore, the parties are encouraged to discuss all legal matters with their counsel.  
14.  Notification and Information to Parenting Facilitator
14.1   This order shall not be entered until signed by the Parenting Facilitator.
14.2    Immediately after entry, counsel for the parties shall telephone the Parenting Facilitator to 

          provide notice of his/her appointment.  Within seven days of entry, counsel shall mail the 

          Parenting Facilitator a true copy of this order.

14.4    If, after entry of this order, pleadings or orders related to custody or parenting issues are filed, 

          counsel shall mail copies to the Parenting Facilitator at the time of filing with the court.
14.5   The parents have seven (7) business days from the receipt of the paperwork provided to 

          them by the Parenting Facilitator to return such forms and initial retainer.
15.  Compensation of Parenting Facilitator
15.1   The Parenting Facilitator shall be compensated at the rate of ____ per hour, except for court preparation and appearances, which are billed at ____ hour. Travel time to and from court and appearances in court as well as other required appearances are billed at ____ per hour. Billing will occur in 10-minute intervals. Collection of fees associated with testimony will be collected as noted in Section 16 below.  Annual fee increases, if any, shall automatically go into effect upon thirty (30) days’ advance notice to the parties. 
15.2   Fees will be shared by the parties, with Plaintiff paying ​​​____ percent and Defendant paying ____ percent. Time spent in interviewing, report preparation, memos, review of records and correspondence, telephone conversations, reading and responding to e-mail, text and fax correspondence, travel, court preparation, consultation with other professionals, and any other time invested in connection with serving as Parenting Facilitator will also be billed at the hourly rate.  Payment for services involved in the intake process shall be deducted from the retainer prior to the initial meeting. 
15.3  The Parenting Facilitator will be reimbursed for any expenses she incurs in association with her role as Parenting Facilitator.  These costs may include, but are not limited to,     photocopies, messenger services, long distance telephone and fax charges, express or certified mail costs, parking, tolls, mileage, other travel expenses and for any other service. 
15.4    Each of the parties shall pay a retainer of $_____ to the Parenting Facilitator within seven (7) days of the filing of this Order. When the retainer balance falls below $_____, the parties shall replenish the retainer within seven (7) days of notice to the party. 
15.5 If there is any retainer balance at the conclusion of the Parenting Facilitator's work, the Parenting Facilitator shall return the balance to the parties when the Parenting Facilitator deems the work complete. 
15.6  A security deposit of $500.00 per parent shall be maintained in the account at all times, to be returned to the parents at the end of the Parenting Facilitation tenure, unless there is any balance owing by either party.  If the above terms are not satisfied, the Parenting Facilitator may postpone all services until the retainer and security deposit is met.  Non-payment of fees shall be grounds for the resignation of the Parenting Facilitator at the sole discretion of the Parenting Facilitator, although if seeking to resign under this condition, the Parenting Facilitator will first give notice of his/her intention to resign and then allow either parent a reasonable period of time to obtain a Court order requiring this payment before resigning.  

15.7   If for any reason, the parties have not met their financial obligation and have a balance, they shall be charged a __% finance charge.  If payment is not forthcoming with 10 days’ notice, the Parenting Facilitator reserves the right to utilize a collection agency, and disclose whatever information is required, to obtain overdue balances.  Fees associated with the use of the collection agency shall be charged to the delinquent party.  Any amount owing to the Parenting Facilitator for services rendered shall be regarded as still owing even at the conclusion of the parenting Facilitatation process, whether by expiration or the consent order or by termination by any means what-so-ever.  

15.8  The Parenting Facilitator shall not be required to perform any additional services until the additional retainers have been paid.
15.9  The Parenting Facilitator has the discretion to charge the parties for appointments cancelled with less than 24 hours’ notice to the Parenting Facilitator and the other parent as well as missed sessions.

15.10  The Parenting Facilitator shall have the right to reallocate payment of his/her fees in her discretion, for example, if he/she believes the need for his/her services is attributable to the unreasonable conduct and/or intransigence of one party, or if one party makes legitimate but disproportionate use of services, party coming to joint meetings more than ten minutes late, for  inappropriate behavior and misuse of the time during joint meetings, and other reasons deemed appropriate by the Parenting Facilitator.  
15.11  Each party shall pay the full fee for their own intake appointment, spouse’s intake appointment   and any coaching sessions.

15.12   Emergencies shall be split at the discretion of the Parenting Facilitator.

15.13  The Parenting Facilitator shall report to the Court in writing, with a copy sent to both
parties and counsel, concerning a party's apparent failure to cooperate in making such payments as are or may become due under this Order, and the Court shall have the continuing authority under the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure to sanction a party for non-cooperation. 
15.14  Since the process of Parenting Facilitatation is not therapy no third party insurance reimbursement shall be accepted.
15.15  A specific breakdown of fees, to include court retainers shall be provided by the Parenting Facilitator on a monthly basis.  Any objection to the Parenting Facilitator’s bills must be brought to his/her attention in writing within ten (10) business days of the billing date; otherwise, the billing is deemed agreed to and collectable. 
16.  Testimony:  

16.1  The Parenting Facilitator cannot be compelled to testify in any proceedings. However, the Parenting Facilitator may elect to testify in preceding’s regarding compliance with the enforcement of this Order, proceedings regarding the termination of the Parenting Facilitator’s services; or concerning the payment of fees.  All testimony by the Parenting Facilitator in connection with any such proceedings shall be deemed expert testimony, and paid accordingly.

16.2  The Parenting Facilitator cannot be compelled to testify in any proceeding absent a Court Order.  In the event the Parenting Facilitator elects or is required to testify, he/she shall be compensated commensurate with his/her rate by one or both parties as the Court deems appropriate.

Option:

One of the goals of parenting Facilitation is to avoid high-conflict parties from unnecessarily       returning to court.  When this goal is not attainable, the Parenting Facilitator may provide valuable information to the Court by way of testimony.  The party who desires the Parenting Facilitator to testify on any matter must file a Motion and Notice of Hearing  and show good cause in the Motion and at the hearing why the Court should require the  Parenting Facilitator to testify.  The Parenting Facilitator must be given a copy of the Motion and Notice of Hearing.  If called to testify, all testimony shall be for the best interest of the child rather than for either party.  The party who chooses to subpoena the Parenting Facilitator to testify or be deposed shall be responsible for the full fees associated with  testimony.  A four (4) hour minimum payable seven (7) business days in advance is required.  The balance shall be due seven (7) business days from the date of testimony.  No written material will be presented and no work will be performed without the presence of a retainer.   The Judge, at their discretion may determine if both parties shall share the cost of testimony. 
17.   Termination of the Parenting Facilitator
17.1  The Parenting Facilitator my withdraw from service at any time, upon ten days’ written notice to (the parties), all counsel of record, and the Court, if he/she determines resignation to be in the best interests of the child(ren), or he/she is unable to serve them.  If the Parenting Facilitator withdraws, he/she shall notify the Court of this action.  The Court shall then appoint another Parenting Facilitator for the duration of the term.  Provided the grievance procedure set forth in Section 12 has been complied with, if either party has a grievance with the Parenting Facilitator that has not been resolved informally and privately, then that party may file a motion with the Court to request the removal of the Parenting Facilitator.  

17.2    The Parenting Facilitator  reserves the right to withdraw at any time without ten days’ notice    as required elsewhere in this agreement for non-payment of fees, harassment by either party, or unreasonable, harassing or disrespectful behavior of either attorney toward the Parenting    Facilitator, who has sole authority to designate it as such. The Parenting Facilitator is not obligated to prepare any documentation or reports if the fees have not been paid.  

17.3  Neither party my unilaterally terminate the Parenting Facilitator’s services without Court approval, nor may the parties do so by mutual agreement with  Court approval.
17.4  Dissatisfaction with the Parenting Facilitator’s Decisions is not grounds for termination,  The opposing party and the Parenting Facilitator shall be given notice of any petition for termination. The Court may rule on the petition(s) submitted, or may schedule argument to an evidentiary hearing.

17.5  Removal shall only be granted upon a good cause shown, such as the Parenting Facilitators has acted outside the scope of his/her authority, has an irreconcilable conflict of interest, is unable to be impartial or has acted contrary to the child(ren)’s best interests.  The opposing party and the Parenting Facilitator shall be given notice of the motion and may file response.  The Court may rule on the papers submitted or may hold an evidentiary hearing, as it deems appropriate.
17.6    If the Parenting Facilitator resigns, counsel for the parties shall attempt to agree on a 
replacement.  If they are unable to agree upon the next Parenting Facilitator then they
shall allow the current Parenting Facilitator to select the replacement.  The Parenting 
Facilitator reserves the right to confer with any subsequent Parenting Facilitators, under  

any circumstance, and bill for their time, to ensure continuity of care for the parties and 
child(ren) prior to the commencement of the service of the new Parenting Facilitator.
18.  Quasi-Judicial Immunity:

The Court-appointed Parenting Facilitator is an Officer of the Court, and has quasi-judicial immunity.  As such the Parenting Facilitator shall not be sued on his/her actions performed within the scope of this (Custody Agreement/Parenting Plan/Order).

19.  Acceptance

19.1  If arbitration proceedings or a legal action become necessary to enforce any provision of this order, the non-prevailing party must pay any attorney fees and costs that are incurred.  The Court reserves jurisdiction in the family law action to enforce the provisions of this Consent Order. 

19.2  The parties acknowledge that each has reviewed the foregoing terms and conditions and each has had the opportunity to consult with counsel, if he or she chooses to do so.
19.3 By signing below, each party agrees to the appointment of__________________ as Parenting Facilitator, and agrees to fully cooperate with the Parenting Facilitator and to comply with the terms and conditions set forth in this Consent Order.

19.4  The parties authorize the entry of this Consent Order as an Order of the Court, enforceable by its terms.

This Consent Order shall not be effective until accepted by the Parenting Facilitator as evidenced by his/her signature below.

Signatures:

___________________________________          ___________________________________

Mother                                                                     Father

___________________________________          ___________________________________

Date                                                                         Date

___________________________________          ___________________________________

Attorney for the Mother                                          Attorney for the Father

___________________________________          ___________________________________

Date                                                                         Date

I agree to my appointment as a Parenting Facilitator as set forth above.  I will not undertake services until this Consent Order s entered as an Order of the Court.
_________________________________

______/______/_____

Parenting Facilitator 





  Date

APPROVED  and ORDERED this ______ day of ____________, 20__

BY THE COURT:

______________________________________J.

Distribution:

Plaintiff (Attorney of the Plaintiff)

Defendant (Attorney for the Defendant

Parenting Facilitator
Developed by Susan Boyan and Ann Marie Termini with tidbits from Pennsylvania Parenting Facilitatation Task Force and other professionals in the field.
Parenting Facilitatation Program________________________
Shielding Your Child From Conflict

Creating a Window of Hope
Dear Parent,

During the process of separation you may be struggling to manage your relationship with your former partner as well as helping your child(ren) and yourself cope with the separation of the family.  Your struggle is probably magnified by anger, pain and the lack of knowledge regarding how to support yourself and your child(ren) during this trying time.

Recognizing your distress, a professional may have ordered you to participate in the Parenting Facilitation Program.  By agreeing to participate in this program, you have taken the first step in facing the challenges associated with family separation.  I commend you on your willingness to meet your challenges head-on.

Parenting Facilitation offers valuable information about the process of family separation and practical skills necessary to create a two household family.  It not only addresses children’s issues associated with separation, but it focuses on you and your personal struggle to overcome the loss of your relationship.  In addition, the eight steps to a healthier post-separation relationship will help you create a partnership in parenting on your children’s behalf.

Since you love your child(ren) and want what is best for them, you will be expected to make some difficult changes in your relationship with former partner.  Recognizing that parental conflict is detrimental to you child(ren)’s healthy adjustment, you will make a commitment to remain child focused, manage your anger, take control of conflict and negotiate child-friendly agreements.

The Parenting Facilitation program is facilitated by a Parenting Facilitator.  The parenting Facilitator will assist both parents and any significant others in the life of your child(ren) resolve conflict in a manner that is beneficial to your two household family.  The enclosed Overview and Agreement outlines the responsibilities of the parenting Facilitator, provides an overview of the program and highlights your responsibilities as you participate in the program.  Please read this document carefully.  Initially, you will meet with the parenting Facilitator individually.  However, the majority of the sessions will be conducted with both parents present.  
There are several things you must complete and submit to me before your first session can be scheduled.  Please review the checklist on the back of this letter.  It will clarify what you need to do to get started.  Should you have any questions with regard to the paperwork please feel free to contact me at 972-437-3677.  You are expected to return the paperwork and initial fees by _______________________________.  If you are court ordered to participate in this program, and do not return the fees and forms by the date noted, I will notify the Court of your noncompliance. 

When you give your child(ren) the gift of a strong co-parenting relationship and a healthy two-household family, you are truly giving them one of the best gifts a parent can ever give.  Please dedicate yourself to this important goal.  Through you, your child(ren) can learn that they still have a family with two loving parents.

Wishing you strength, courage and patience as you move forward in establishing a cooperative parenting partnership.

Sincerely,
Larry R Lohman MA, LPC

PARENTING FACILITATION PROGRAM

Intake Process

Complete the following forms* and return with items 5, 6 and 7:

1. Intake Form*
2. Parenting Facilitatation Overview and Agreement Signature Page*
3. Release of Information*
4. Parenting Facilitatation Assessment*

5. Court Order Appointing Ann Marie Termini

6. Current Court Order outlining Custody

7. Copies of all Psychological Evaluations of Parents/Child(ren)
Prepare the following payment and mail with paperwork:

     Initial Retainer of $____________ per parent

                         Money Order ONLY

           Payable to Larry R Lohman
Mail the forms and fees to the MAILING ADDRESS noted below by                        

___________________________________ to:

Larry R Lohman MA,LPC

2007 N. Collins Blvd., Suite 407
Richardson, Texas 75080

Office Address:

Lohman Counseling Associates,Inc.
2007 N. Collins Blvd., Suite 407
Richardson, Texas 75080
Once both parents return the paperwork and fees, I will contact you to schedule your first individual session.

Please be advised that I will notify the Court should you choose not to return the paperwork and fees by the date indicated above.

Please bring the following items to your first individual session:

1. A large photograph of your child(ren)

Please do not bring:

1. Child(ren)

2. Tape Recorder or Video Recorders

PARENTING FACILITATION INFORMED CONSENT

PROGRAM OVERVIEW & AGREEMENT
Parenting Facilitation
A program for separating or separated parents

Parenting Facilitatation is a psychoeducational program that addresses the relationship between separate households created as a result of divorce or family separation.  Parenting Facilitation is a service designed to improve the quality of the parental relationship by minimizing conflict.  The overall emphasis is to offer children the opportunity to grow in a home environment free from the devastating stress of being caught in the middle of parental conflict.

The goals of Parenting Facilitation are to:

1. Educate parents regarding the impact of their behaviors on their child(ren)’s development.

2. Reduce parental conflict through anger management, communication and conflict resolutions skills.

3. Decrease inappropriate parental behaviors to reduce stress for the child(ren).

4. Diminish the child(ren)’s sense of loyalty binds.

5. Help parents identify their contribution to conflict while increasing impulse control.

6. Encourage both parents to maintain an ongoing relationship with their child(ren).

7. Work with parents in developing a detailed plan for issues such as discipline, decision-making, communication, etc.

8. Create a more relaxed home atmosphere allowing the child(ren) to adjust more effectively with the new family structure.

9. Collaborate with professionals involved with the family in order to offer coordinated services.

Parenting Facilitator
Responsibilities:

The role of the parenting Facilitator is to assist both parents and any significant others in resolving conflict in a manner that is beneficial to their child(ren).  The parenting Facilitator has the following responsibilities:

Educational Responsibilities

● Educates parents regarding the impact of parental conflict on the child’s development.

● Teaches parents anger management, communication and negotiation skills and children’s 

    issues in divorce.

● Covers the concepts highlighted in the eight chapters in the Parent Guide – Cooperative 
   Parenting & Divorce:  Parent Guide to Effective Co-Parenting.

Parenting Responsibilities

● Assists parents in shifting their role from former partners to co-parents.

● Reduces the emotional attachment to the marital relationship.

● Helps parents identify their contribution to conflict while increasing impulse control.

● Identifies the impasses to effective communication.

● Recognizes the therapeutic needs of family members and makes recommendations for 

   additional educational or therapeutic resources, evaluation and supervised visitation.

Monitoring Responsibilities

● Advocates for the child and safeguards their emotional and physical needs.

● Monitors time-sharing arrangements and, when necessary, temporarily modifies the plans as a 

   means of reducing parental conflict.

● Encourages both parents to maintain on ongoing relationship with their child(ren).

● Records and monitors family progress and compliance.

● Consults with all professionals involved with the family.  

Mediation Responsibilities
● Mediates parenting concerns in order to reach a mutually satisfying resolution that is in the 

   child(ren)’s best interest.
● Works with parents in developing a detailed parenting plan for issues such a discipline, 

   transitions between homes, decision-making procedures, communication, etc.

The parenting Facilitator is impartial and facilitates a non-confidential process regarding issues where the parents are unable to reach agreement.  The parenting Facilitator is not employed for the benefit of either parent but rather for the benefit of the child/ren.
The role of parenting Facilitator also includes the responsibility of documenting parental compliance with any court order, program agreements and program guidelines.  The parenting Facilitator may determine if and when to videotape joint sessions.  The purpose of videotaping will allow the parties to view their behavior for educational purposes, and for the parenting Facilitator to assess progress.  Any videotapes shall remain in the parenting Facilitator’s possession unless ordered to be released by the Court. 
Unless otherwise indicated by the court order, the parenting Facilitator’s responsibilities include those outlined above.  The parenting Facilitator has full discretion regarding program implementation including, but not limited to, “temporary” modification of time-sharing plans (visitation), holiday and vacation planning as well as recommending additional educational and/or therapeutic resources, evaluations and therapeutic or supervised visitation. The parenting Facilitator may utilize consultants as necessary to assist in the performance of the duties herein.  The parenting Facilitator cannot change the legal or physical custody status of the child(ren) nor offer a recommendation on custody arrangements.   
In the event that parents are unable or unwilling to reach a mutual decision after two or three joint sessions have been dedicated to the issue, the parents may wish to involve their attorneys in the resolution of this specific parenting matter.  In the meantime, the process of parenting Facilitation will continue as it relates to parenting of the children. 

Withdrawal of the Parenting Facilitator
The parenting Facilitator may withdraw from the role as parenting Facilitator should he or she feel that effective change is no longer occurring in keeping with the best interests of the child(ren).  The parents, as well as their respective attorneys, will be given 30 days’ notice of the decision to withdraw.  The names of two professionals competent to assume the role of Facilitator will be provided to both parents.  The parenting Facilitator reserves the right to confer with any subsequent parenting Facilitators, under any circumstance, and bill for their time, to ensure continuity of care for the parents and child(ren) prior to the commencement of the service of the new parenting Facilitator.  The parenting Facilitator will continue to act as Facilitator until parents have established contact with the new parenting Facilitator.

The parenting Facilitator reserves the right to withdraw at any time without 30 days’ notice as required elsewhere in this agreement for non-payment of fees, harassment by either parent, or unreasonable, harassing or disrespectful behavior of either attorney toward the parenting Facilitator, who has sole authority to designate it as such.  The parenting Facilitator is not obligated to prepare any documentation or reports if the fees have not been paid. 

The parenting Facilitator may issue a recommendation with regard to any matters under consideration at the time of resignation or end of the parenting Facilitator’s term. 
Program Implementation
Initiation of the Parenting Facilitation Process:

The parenting Facilitatation process will only begin when the information noted below is received from each parent, the initial retainer is paid, and each parent has participated in the initial intake appointment.

The initial meetings with the parents will not be scheduled until the parenting Facilitator receives:

a.  Court order signed by the judge;

b.  Retainer from both parents;

c.  Parenting Facilitation Intake & Assessments forms from both parents;

d.  Release form from both parents;

e.  Current court orders regarding parenting time and custody and other 
    decrees and judgments including protective orders;

f.  Parenting Plan;

g.  Copies of all evaluations that have been performed on both the parties 
    and their children.

Procedure and Rights of Parenting Facilitator:
The parenting Facilitator may conduct sessions that are informal in nature, by telephone, email or in person. The parents are expected to schedule sessions when requested by the parenting Facilitator.  A parent’s failure to do so will be brought to the attention of the court via written correspondence.
The parenting Facilitator will attempt to facilitate disputes.  Settlement discussions conducted by the parenting Facilitator are not considered mediation.  As such, they are not confidential.
The Parenting Facilitator will have: 

     a.  The authority to determine the protocol of all interviews and sessions, including, in 
          the case of meetings with the parents, the power to determine who attends such 
          meetings, including individual and joint sessions with the parents, interviews with 
          collateral contacts, the children, significant others or both;
b.  Reasonable access to the children;
c.  Notice of all proceedings, including requests for examinations affecting the  

     children;
d.  Access to any therapist or psychological evaluator of any of the parents or  children, 
     and access to school or medical records;
e.  Copies of all evaluations and psychological test results performed on any child(ren) 
    or any parent or custodian or guardian of the children, including Guardian ad Litem 
    reports, psychological evaluations, etc. 
f.  Access to principal/teachers/teacher’s aides of the children; 

g.  The ability to use consultants as necessary to assist the parenting Facilitator in  

    the performance of the duties in this agreement;

h.  Copies of all past and future pleadings relating to custody and parenting issues 
    within seven (7) calendar days after filing.

Time Commitment:
The parenting Facilitation process conducted over a period of eight to twenty-four months.  Sessions are scheduled in this manner to better ensure a positive and cooperative transition over an extended period of time.  Other significant individuals (i.e.:  grandparents, aunts, etc.) in the life of the child(ren) may be asked by the Facilitator to attend joint sessions.

Parents are encouraged to return to the parenting Facilitator in the future to address any difficulties interfering with their ability to co-parent prior to seeking legal counsel.  Under these circumstances, both parents are expected to work in good faith under the direction of the parenting Facilitator for at least four sessions, and will share the expenses associated with this service.  This acknowledges that co-parenting improvements do not have to end with the completion of the program or that future issues do not have to create a setback for the child(ren).

Telephone Contact:

All telephone contact initiated by a parent should be limited.  Only emergency calls and change of appointment calls will be returned.  An emergency is defined as any situation that seriously endangers the child(ren) emotionally or physically.  In order to remain objective, the parenting Facilitator must maintain an attitude of open-mindedness and objectivity.  The parenting Facilitator must be able to have the freedom to view the situation free from fixed preconceptions, biases and expectations.  Therefore, telephone consultations will be at the discretion of the parenting Facilitator.  Parents are discouraged from calling the Facilitator as a replacement for problem-solving and conflict resolution.  Letter writing and phone messages used in this same way are discouraged.  Likewise, all matters and concerns of the parents must be disclosed during joint sessions.

Communication with the Parenting Facilitator
The parents and their attorneys have the right to initiate communications with the parenting Facilitator. Any person may initiate contact in writing with the parenting Facilitator, provided that copies are submitted to the other party.  This applies to e-mail as well.  Confidential communication over the internet cannot be ensured.  If a parent and/or attorney choose to use this method of communication they assume all risks regarding the confidentiality of any information sent via e-mail.  
The parenting Facilitator may discuss with either attorney, the process of parenting Facilitation and details regarding their own client.  The other party shall not be discussed unless joint conference calls with attorneys, joint meetings, or status memos are used or by deposition or testimony.  The parenting Facilitator will not communicate ex parte with the court. 
The parenting Facilitation process is non-confidential and the parenting Facilitator may exchange information with any screener, evaluator, therapist or guardian ad litem or other party. The parenting Facilitator may speak with any combination of parties, counsel, and collateral contacts (including but not limited to therapists, teachers, caregivers, relatives, friends and employers) outside of the presence of other parties or counsel.  The parenting Facilitator will contact and discuss the family situation with any person involved with the family.  An “Authorization for Release of Information” will be utilized for obtaining information.  Although issues discussed during sessions might be discussed with other professionals involved with the family, the principle of confidentiality as it relates to parenting Facilitation implies that all consultations are intended for the direct benefit of the child(ren).  This arrangement will not be exploited or abused.  The parenting Facilitator will not casually communicate information learned in his or her performance of these responsibilities to those who are not involved with the family.  

The parenting Facilitator may communicate with the child(ren) outside the presence of the parties.  The parenting Facilitator may communicate with the therapists who are treating the parents’ children.  If the parenting Facilitator is of the opinion that the information or notes generated by the parenting Facilitator’s communication with the children or with the children’s therapists contain information that may be detrimental to the children or that may be damaging to the children’s relationship with his or her therapist or with either parent, the parenting Facilitator may withhold that information in her discretion.  If either parent wishes to review such information, a review may only be allowed on a noticed Motion, after an in camera review of the information by the Court, in consultation with the parenting Facilitator.  If, after such a review, the Judge agrees with the parenting Facilitator that the divulging of such information could be detrimental to the children or damaging to the children’s relationship with his or her therapist or either parent, the Court may order that such information need not be divulged.  

If necessary, the parenting Facilitator may function as a communication conduit between the two parents until they are able to successfully do so without the assistance of the parenting Facilitator.

Confidentiality
The parenting Facilitator’s notes and transcriptions of communications between confidential sources and notes with the children will be kept confidential and are not subject to discovery or subpoena, unless required by the Judge, if the parenting Facilitator determines it would not be in the best interest of the child(ren) or the parents.
In the following situations, the parenting Facilitator is required by law to reveal information to other persons or agencies without permission from the participant:

●If a parent threatens grave bodily harm or death to self or another person.

●If there is any reasonable suspicion that a minor is being neglected or 

  abused.

Pennsylvania law requires that all health care practitioners (Physicians, Marriage Counselors, Family and Child Counselors, Psychologists, Teachers, Social Workers and others) report to Child Protective Services any information regarding suspected child abuse. 
Health care practitioners who are required to report allegations of child abuse are immune from civil suits or liability for making their required reports.  They may not be sued either for the report or for the violation of the confidentiality privilege.  Specific statutes provide for the immunity for civil suits and also provide an exception to the confidentiality privilege. 

Privilege Does Not Apply:
Although the parenting Facilitator is a psychotherapist, the nature of confidentiality as it applies to the parenting Facilitation is substantially and qualitatively different from confidentiality as it pertains to therapist-client privilege in situations of psychotherapy.

The parenting Facilitator is not acting as therapist or attorney to the parties, and as such, no client-therapist relationship or client-attorney relationship is established with the parenting Facilitator, and that communication is not privileged.
No attorney-client relationship or privilege is created between the parenting Facilitator and the parents. When the parenting Facilitator is a mental health provider the parents recognize that no legal information is being offered but rather experience.  Therefore, the parents are encouraged to speak with their attorney.
Confidentiality and the Courts:

Since written reports may be submitted to the Court, and the Court may require testimony from the parenting Facilitator, it is understood that parenting Facilitation is not a confidential process. Parents are encouraged not to subpoena the parenting Facilitator to produce notes or person for the purposes of litigation.  Parenting Facilitation is a process that provides services designed to promote a cooperative relationship between parents on behalf of their child(ren).  It is not the intent of the parenting Facilitatation process to gather information that can be used in the attempt of one parent to discredit the other.  The parenting Facilitator is not employed for the benefit of either parent.

The parenting Facilitator who is subpoenaed by an attorney or the Court to testify in either a court of law or by deposition will do so only in the child(ren)’s behalf pursuant to their best interests.  All testimony requested from the parenting Facilitator will be focused solely on the interactions observed between co-parents or between parents and child(ren).  If any records or information are needed or helpful to the Presiding Judge in order to make an informed decision, they will be provided for a processing fee, with the exception of the notes regarding the child(ren) or notes gathered from confidential sources such as psychotherapists.  The parent requesting the appearance of the parenting Facilitator will be responsible for the fees associated with this request.
Unless ordered by a Court or other lawful authority to release records or portions thereof, records will not be released if requested by only one individual.  The records are the property of both parents. Therefore, the records will only be released if both parents approve and sign an authorization to release information with the exception of the children’s and psychotherapist records as noted above.

The parent who chooses to subpoena the parenting Facilitator to testify or be deposed shall be responsible for the full fees associated with testimony.  A four (4) hour minimum fee payable seven (7) business days in advance is required.  The balance will be due seven (7) business days from the date of testimony.  No written material will be presented and no work will be performed without the presence of a retainer. The Judge, at their discretion may determine if both parents shall share the cost of testimony. 
It may be required or permitted to disclose personal information without the parents’ written authorization.  The following examples of when such disclosures may or will be made:


1.  If disclosure is compelled by court pursuant to an order of that court.


2.  If disclosure is compelled by a board, commission or administrative agency for 

                 purposes of adjudication pursuant to its lawful authority.


3.  If disclosure is compelled by a board, commission, or administrative agency.


4.  If disclosure is compelled by a search warrant lawfully issued to governmental law 

                 enforcement agency.


5.  If disclosure is compelled or by the Texas Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting 
                statutes (for example, if I have a reasonable suspicion of child abuse or neglect).


6.  If disclosure is required or permitted to a health oversight agency for oversight 

                 activities authorized by law, including but limited to, audits, criminal or civil 

                 investigations, or licensure or disciplinary actions.

            7.  If disclosure is required by the collection agency for non-payment of fees.

Written Reports:

All information shared during the parenting Facilitation process, including reports, may be requested and/or ordered by the Court, and will be promptly provided.  If reports are written, copies of all reports will be sent to each of the parents, parent’s attorneys and guardian for the child(ren).  Timing and frequency of these reports will be at the discretion of the Court and/or the parenting Facilitator.

The parenting Facilitator's written recommendations, reports and/or memos will be mailed, emailed or faxed to each parent, their attorneys and guardian ad litem. The parenting Facilitator may send status memos to document any impasse or non-compliance by either parent.  If required by the Judge, the parenting Facilitator shall mail, e-mail or fax a copy of recommendations and memos to the Judge with copies to the attorneys, guardian ad litem and the parents.

In the case of an emergency, the parenting Facilitator shall have discretion to issue oral emergency recommendations, if they believe they are warranted.  Emergency recommendations, including the need for an emergency hearing, shall be communicated to the parents, their attorneys and the Court by the means most likely to ensure that each is aware of the request, with a confirming letter, fax or email to follow as soon as possible.  The parenting Facilitator may subsequently issue a written recommendation, as described in the paragraph preceding. 
The Presiding Judge may request a final written report along with the Parenting Plan.  Parents are required to pay for all fees including the fee for the final report prior to the conclusion of the program. These documents will not be released until each parent has paid the fee associated with this service.

Disruptive Behavior by a Parent

The intent of the parenting Facilitation process is to provide services agreed by all participants as outlined in this document.  While every precaution – short of physical intervention – shall be taken to secure the safety of participants, it cannot be assured.  Appropriate medical and law enforcement notification are the extent of the Parenting Facilitator’s responsibilities at times of physical danger to any one participant involved in the program.  A guarantee that no harm will occur during each session is neither stated nor implied.

Should a parent choose to engage in disruptive behaviors, the Parenting Facilitator may:

1. Redirect the parent.

2. Ask the parent if they would like to leave the room for a short break.

3. End the session.  The disruptive parent will be responsible for the full fee for the session.

In situations in which a parent has made alternative financial arrangements with the court, the disruptive parent will still be responsible for the full session fee.

At any time, either parent is welcome to invite their attorney and the guardian ad litem to be an observer in the process as long as arrangements are made with the parenting Facilitator a minimum of one week ahead of the scheduled session.  In the event that one parent invites their attorney to attend a joint session, the other parent’s attorney shall also be invited to attend the session.

Responsibilities of the Parents
One of the goals of the parenting Facilitation process is for both parents to learn strategies for problem-solving and conflict resolution.  Therefore,


-Parents shall employ these strategies in solving their conflict and will delay the 

             impulsive expression of anger.


-Parents shall schedule appointments in advance.  Appointments will be held during 

             business hours.    


-Parents shall attend appointments on time and prepared.


-Parents shall abide by all program requirements and expectations.

Parents are encouraged not to initiate any legal action after beginning the process of parent Facilitation with the exception of matters governed by the family court.  Since one of the program goals is to increase trust and cooperation, parents must advise their respective attorneys not to do anything that might be conceived as adversarial.  If either parent is considering returning to court, this parent must inform the other parent and the parenting Facilitator during a joint session, and state the issue.  The parenting Facilitator will attempt to assist the parents’ reach a resolution without court intervention.   However, as noted above, in the event that parents are unable or unwilling to reach a mutual decision after two or three joint sessions have been dedicated to the issue, the parents may wish to involve their attorneys in the resolution of this specific parenting matter.  In the meantime, the process of parent Facilitation will continue as it relates to parenting of the children.
Parents are encouraged to return to the parenting Facilitator at any point in the future as a means of resolving parenting issues that they have been unable to resolve on their own.  Both parents will participate and share the costs of any future sessions.
Process Regarding Complaints
If either parent is dissatisfied with the performance of the parenting Facilitator they can make their opinion known by following these procedures:

Step 1:  Discuss the problem with the parenting Facilitator in a joint session.

Step 2:  Request an individual session with the parenting Facilitator in an attempt to work 

             through any difficulties.

Step 3:  If parent not satisfied, parent responsible to petition the court for parenting Facilitator’s 

             dismissal.  Parent must serve parenting Facilitator, coparent or coparent’s attorney.  
             Petitioning parent is be responsible for the full fees associated with court appearance, 
             including but not limited to:  parking, travel time, preparation for court, testimony and time 
             spent waiting to testify.  A four (4) hour minimum payable seven (7) business days in advance 
             is required.  The balance shall be due seven (7) business days from the date of testimony.  No 
             written material will be presented and no work will be performed without the presence of a 
             retainer.   The Judge, at their discretion may determine if the cost of the parenting 

             Facilitator’s court appearance shall be shared by both parties. 

If either parent files any form of complaint, suit or grievance against the parenting Facilitator, he/she agrees to fully compensate and reimburse the parenting Facilitator for her time and expenses incurred in defending any frivolous complaints ("frivolous" is defined as a complaint that is dismissed as unfounded), including attorney fees.
Compensation of the Parenting Facilitator
A retainer of $__________ is expected from each parent by the date noted in the cover sheet and will be required to initiate the parenting Facilitation process unless stipulated differently in the Court Order.  On a monthly basis, both parents will be provided with an itemized copy of their bill.  An additional retainer will be requested as needed.  Otherwise, payment is due at the beginning of each session.

The parenting Facilitator shall not be required to perform any services until the retainers have been paid.  If there is any retainer balance at the conclusion of the parenting Facilitator's work, the parenting Facilitator will return the balance to the parents when the parenting Facilitator deems the work complete. 

If a balance occurs, the parents shall pay the additional fees within ten (10) days of the receipt of a bill sent for services.   If for any reason, the parties have not met their financial obligation and have a balance they shall be charged a 9% finance charge every month full payment is not made.  The parenting Facilitator will report to the Court in writing, with a copy sent to both parents and both counsel, concerning a parent’s apparent failure to cooperate in making such payments as are or may become due under this agreement, and the Court shall have the continuing authority under the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure to sanction a party for non-cooperation. 
The fee schedule is:

$_150.00____:    Individual Session (50-minutes)

$__75.00___:    Per parent for each 50-minute Joint session

$___80.00__:    Per parent for each 80-Minute Joint Session

$___20.00__:    Per 10-Minutes:  Telephone/e-mail consultations with parent/guardian or professionals

$___200.00__ :    Per Hour:  Preparation of written reports/memos/e-mail/facsimiles/court appearances
$_____:    Per Hour:  Home/School/Work Visits including travel to and from the location

$____200.00_:   Per Hour:  Court time including travel to and from the proceedings

$_____:    Monthly fee for monitoring e-mail and text messages

$____100.00_:    Per Hour:  Reading extensive reports and records

$20.00 :  Book:  Cooperative Parenting and Divorce:  A Parent Guide to Effective Co-Parenting 

               per parent

Since the process of parenting Facilitation is not therapy no third party insurance reimbursement shall be accepted.
The parenting Facilitator shall be reimbursed for any expenses he or she incurs in association with his or her role as a parenting Facilitator.  These costs may include, but not limited to, the following: photocopies, messenger service, reading and responding to email correspondence, long distance telephone and fax charges, express and/or certified mail expenses, parking, tolls, mileage, travel expenses and word processing. Payment for services involved in the intake process shall be deducted from the retainer prior to the initial meeting.

The amount charged for the program will be equally divided (with the exception of individual sessions) unless the parenting Facilitator is provided with a certified copy of the divorce decree or court order that states otherwise.  However, each party shall pay the full fee for their intake appointment, partner’s or extended family member’s intake appointment and any coaching sessions.  
In either situation of individual or joint sessions, if either parent must cancel, it must be done within 24-hours of the scheduled session.  It is the canceling parent’s responsibility to reschedule the session.  When the session is a joint session, the canceling parent must notify all participants of this change and the date and time of the rescheduled session.  If a parent cancels less than 24 hours in advance or misses a session, without exception, this parent will be charged the full (fee for both parents) session fee.  This provision will be reinforced in all circumstances regardless of the financial arrangements with the Court.

In the situation of a joint session, if a parent is fifteen minutes late, the session will be canceled and the absent parent will be charged the full session fee.  This provision will be reinforced in all circumstances regardless of the financial arrangements with the Court.  If a session is ended due to a parent’s disruptive behavior, this parent will be charged the full session fee.  This provision will be reinforced in all circumstances regardless of the financial arrangements with the Court.

If the court order stipulates that only one parent is financially responsible for the fees and the non-paying parent cancels without 24-hour notice or misses a session, the non-paying parent is responsible for the charge.  The same procedure applies to termination of a session due to a parent’s disruptive behavior and phone calls made by the non-paying parent.  Phone calls will be
billed to the parent who initiates the call.  However, any emergency phone calls and services associated with emergencies will be billed at the discretion of the parenting Facilitator.   

If one parent insists that the parenting Facilitator read extensive reports and the parenting Facilitator agrees to do so, this parent alone will pay for the time involved.  The parenting Facilitator shall have the right to reallocate payment of his or her fees in her discretion, for example, if he or she believes the need former services is attributable to the unreasonable conduct, misuse of time during joint sessions and/or intransigence of one parent, or if one parent makes legitimate but disproportionate use of services.

If one parent petitions the parenting Facilitator to appear in court, this parent is be responsible for the full fees associated with court appearance, including but not limited to:  parking, travel time, preparation for court, testimony and time spent waiting to testify.  A four (4) hour minimum payable seven (7) business days in advance is required.  The balance shall be due seven (7) business days from the date of testimony.  No written material will be presented and no work will be performed without the presence of a retainer.   The Judge, at their discretion may determine if the cost of the parenting 

Facilitator’s court appearance shall be shared by both parties. 

Any objection to the parenting Facilitator’s billing statements must be brought to the Facilitator’s attention in written form within 10 business days of the billing date.  Otherwise, the billing statement shall be deemed agreed to by the parent and collectable. The parenting Facilitator reserves the right to utilize a collection agency to obtain overdue balances.  Fees associated with the use of the collection agency shall be charged to the delinquent party.  If arbitration proceedings or a legal action become necessary to enforce any provision of this order, the non-prevailing party must pay any attorney fees and costs that are incurred

Summary

I understand that the parenting Facilitator cannot change the custody status of my child(ren).  I understand that the parenting Facilitator has full discretion regarding program implementation including, but not limited to, the recommendation of additional therapeutic and education resources as well as therapeutic and supervised visitation.

I understand that my participation in the parenting Facilitation process is instrumental in reducing the conflict between the parents.  I agree to maintain a serious commitment to the process by abiding by the guidelines and requirements of the program as noted herein.  Furthermore, I agree to maintain scheduled appointments and will not interfere in the process by refusing to attend sessions or frequently rescheduling appointments.

I agree not to discuss the information shared in the parenting Facilitation sessions with my child(ren) or others who may share this information with my child(ren).

I agree that I will not request the parenting Facilitator to produce records or require the parenting Facilitator to testify in Court against the other parent.  Should the parenting Facilitator be requested to testify, I understand that he or she reserves the right to speak in the best interest of the child(ren).

In agree to abide by any new agreements made between me and the other parent during the parenting Facilitatation process.
I agree to limit my telephone contact with the parenting Facilitator to only emergency situations and/or to change an appointment.

I understand that a therapist-client relationship in a therapeutic setting is not created by this agreement.
Signature

Keep this document and return the signature page on the next page

By their signatures below, the parties acknowledge their understanding that if either or 

My signature reflects that I acknowledge my understanding of the terms set forth in this document and will abide by all the conditions outlined in this 11-page agreement.

This Parenting Facilitation Agreement is executed by:

__________________________________                    __________________________________

Mother                                                                            Father

On _______________________________                    On _______________________________ 

      Date                                                                                 Date

PARENTING FACILITATION INFORMED CONSENT
PROGRAM OVERVIEW & AGREEMENT
Parenting Facilitatation
A program for separating or separated parents

Signature Page

Return this page with your paperwork.

Keep pages 1- 10 for your records.
My signature reflects that I will abide by all the conditions outlined in this 11-page agreement.

This Parenting Facilitation Agreement is executed by:

__________________________________                    __________________________________

Mother                                                                            Father

On _______________________________                    On _______________________________ 

      Date                                                                                 Date

AUTHORIZATION FORM FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION
I, ______________________________________________________________ hereby authorize

  (Parent 1:  print full name)

I, ______________________________________________________________ hereby authorize

  (Parent 2:  print full name)

Name ______________________________________________

Street Address ___________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code _____________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________  Fax ______________________________

E-mail Address ________________________________________

To release information and/or discuss evaluations, treatment progress and compliance, treatment goals and recommendations for services obtained as a result of services received by various members of our family with:
       Larry R Lohman MA, LPC

               Lohman Counseling Associates, Inc.
           2007 N. Collins Blvd., Suite 407

Richardson, Texas 75080             
      Ph.: 972-437-3677 | Fax:972-437-3679
Father: ____________________________
Date of Birth:  __________________ 

Mother: ___________________________
Date of Birth:  __________________

Child: _____________________________
Date of Birth:  __________________

Child: _____________________________
Date of Birth:  __________________

Child: _____________________________
Date of Birth:  __________________

Child: _____________________________
Date of Birth:  __________________
I also authorize Larry Lohman MA, LPC to discuss observations of my behavior, interactions between parents and children, interactions between Larry Lohman and myself, if necessary.
I understand that communication will be shared for the purposes outlined in the Court Order.
I understand that all information I hereby authorize to be released will be held strictly confidential between the parties named above.  However, I do understand that if I have been court-ordered to participate in the parenting Facilitatation process, information may be requested and shared with the Court.
I understand that this authorization will remain in effect for one hundred and eighty (180) days from the date signed.  I understand that by written notification, I may revoke my authorization at any time, except for any information that has already been released.  Information used or disclosed pursuant to this authorization may be subject to re-disclosure by the receipt.
Date: ____________________ Signature: __________________________________________

Date: ____________________ Signature: __________________________________________
Parenting Facilitation Agreement/Expectations
As of  ___/___/___,  I agree to the following program guidelines for the appointment of a  Parenting Facilitator (PC):

I.  Parenting Facilitation vs. Psychotherapy or Mediation:

 1.  I understand that parenting Facilitation is not psychotherapy.  I acknowledge that there is no 
      therapist/client privilege and third-party reimbursement will not be accepted.

 2.  I understand that parenting Facilitation is not a confidential process.  I acknowledge that the
      Parenting Facilitator (PC) may send written correspondence to the court, attorneys and the
      guardian ad litem.  I will sign a release authorizing communication and the sharing of reports
      between the parenting Facilitator and any other professionals or family members as 

      requested by the PC.

 3.  Although parenting Facilitation includes a form of high-conflict mediation, I recognize that 

      the process of parenting Facilitation is not considered mediation.

II.  Financial:

 4.  I will be billed at $___150.00____ per 50-minute hour and $___225.00____ per 80-minute joint                  
      appointment.  I will also be responsible for 50% of all other fees associated with this process 

      such as, but not limited to, emergency phone calls, consultations, half of our child's 
      session(s), memos and the preparation of our parenting plan. The Parenting Facilitator will 

      determine if I am billed a portion of these fees or if I will be solely responsible for the fee. 

 5.  I agree to meet my financial obligation on a per session basis once the retainer has been 

      depleted.  I will provide an additional retainer if requested by the Parenting Facilitator.  I 

      understand that if I fail to honor my financial responsibility, I will be charged a 7% late fee 

      each month.   I acknowledge that failure to meet my financial obligation may be brought to    

      the Court’s attention through a Contempt Petition.

 6.  I acknowledge that I will be billed for a joint session along with my co‑parent's portion of the
      session if I am unable to control my behavior during the session.  I will be responsible for my
      fee as well as my co-parent’s fee for any cancellation made without 24-hour notice provided 
      to both the Parenting Facilitator and to my co‑parent.  In addition, I recognize that if I do 
      not attend a scheduled session and have not provided notice, I will be responsible for my fee 
      as well as my co-parent’s fee.  I understand that this fee applies regardless of who has been
      ordered to pay for the joint sessions.

7.  I acknowledge that if my attorney subpoenas the Parenting Facilitator, I will be solely 

      responsible for all fees associated with the time involved to prepare, travel to and from court, 

      and the time involved waiting to testify as well as the testimony.  I will pay a retainer for 

      these services one week prior to the court date, and make the final payment one week after 

      the court date.   I understand that the Facilitator will testify on  behalf of our child(ren), and 

      will not offer a recommendation on custody. 

III.  Scheduling of Sessions:
8.   I will schedule sessions at the request of the Parenting Facilitator.  I understand that the
      Parenting Facilitator may see my child(ren) on at least two occasions.  I also understand 

      the Facilitator will determine if and when other adults are included in sessions.  I

      acknowledge that if either parent is uncooperative or non-participatory in determining the

      timely scheduling of appointments, then the Parenting Facilitator alone may determine the

      date, time and place of the session to which the parents must attend or be found in default

      with respect to cooperation, which will be brought to the attention of the Court and attorneys.

 9.  I will not call the Parenting Facilitator unless I need to cancel, schedule and/or reschedule a 

      session. 

IV.  Documentation, Communication & Written Correspondence:

10.  I understand that the Parenting Facilitator will document my non-compliance with any court 
       order, program agreements and guidelines.  I acknowledge that the Parenting Facilitator's   

       written reports, recommendations and/or memos shall be mailed, emailed or faxed to each 
       parent, their attorney, guardian ad litem and to the Court.  
11.  I understand that the Parenting Facilitator may send status memos to document any 
       impasse.   If required by the Judge, the Parenting Facilitator shall mail, e-mail or fax a copy  

       of recommendations and memos to the Judge with copies to the attorneys, guardian ad litem 

       and the parties.

12. I will not engage in face-to-face, text or e-mail communication with the Parenting 

      Facilitator when the other parent is not present.  However, I agree to limit my 

      communication with the Parenting Facilitator to scheduling, cancelling or rescheduling 

      sessions.   I understand that the Parenting Facilitator will not discuss parenting issues with 

      me outside the presence of the other parent such as before or after a session, e-mail 

      communication, text messages or telephone conversations.
13.  I agree that any documents or other material which one parent gives to the Parenting  

       Facilitator will also be made available to the other parent.  I acknowledge that no such 

       communication is confidential.   This includes e-mail communication and text messages.  

14. I understand that attorneys may communicate in writing with the Parenting Facilitator 
      provided a copy is sent to the other parent’s attorney simultaneously.  

V.  Matters regarding the Children:

15.  I understand that the Parenting Facilitator’s notes and transcriptions of communications 

       between confidential sources and notes with the children shall be kept confidential and are not 

       subject to discovery or subpoena, unless required by the Judge, if the Parenting Facilitator 

       determines it would not be in the best interest of the child(ren) or the parents.

16.  I acknowledge that the Parenting Facilitator may communicate with the parents’ children 

       outside the presence of the parents.  The Parenting Facilitator may communicate with the 

       therapists who are treating the parents’ child(ren).  If the Parenting Facilitator is of the 

       opinion that the information or notes generated by the Parenting Facilitator’s 

       communication with the child(ren) or with the child(ren)’s therapists contain information 
       that may be damaging to the children’s relationship with his or her therapist or with either

       parent, the Parenting Facilitator may withhold that information in her discretion.  If either    

       parent wishes to review such information, a review may only be allowed on a noticed 
       Motion, after an in camera review of the information by the Court, in consultation with the 
       Parenting Facilitator.  If, after such a review, the Judge agrees with the Parenting 
       Facilitator that the divulging of such information could be detrimental to the child(ren) or 
       damaging to the child(ren)’s relationship with his or her therapist or either parent, the Court 
       may order that such information need not be divulged.  

17.  I agree to provide the Parenting Facilitator copies of all evaluations and psychological test 
       results performed on any child(ren) or any parent or custodian or guardian of the child(ren), 

       including psychological evaluations,  and access as needed to speak with the evaluator    

       personally as well as copies of all past and future pleadings relating to custody and parenting 

       issues within ten (10) calendar days after filing. 
VI.  Reporting required by Texas State Law

18.  I acknowledge that the Parenting Facilitator is a mandated reporter.  Texas law

       requires that all health care practitioners (Physicians, Marriage Counselors, Family and 
       Child Counselors, Psychologists, Teachers, Social Workers and others) report to Child 
       Protective Services any information regarding suspected child abuse.   A Parenting 

       Facilitator is a child advocate and therefore is mandated to report suspected child abuse.
VII.  Parental Behaviors:
19.  I will not discuss any information shared during the parenting Facilitation process with our 

       child(ren) or with any individual who may intentionally or unintentionally share this 

       information with our child(ren).  

20.  I will focus on the present not the past.

21.  I will implement new skills in joint sessions as well as outside of sessions.

22.  I will make child focused decisions and sacrifices when necessary.  I will stay solution  
      focused on my child(ren) rather than fight to "win."  

23. I will be responsible for my own behavior and not focus on the behavior of my co‑parent.     

      understand that I am expected to make changes that benefit our child(ren).

24. I will take responsibility for the parenting issues I want to address and resolve each joint        
      session.  

25. I will treat my co‑parent with respect no matter how I might feel about him/her.  I will 

      acknowledge my co‑parent every time I see him/her, even when my child is not present.  

      (This includes the waiting room).

26. I will not block our child(ren)'s contact with my co-parent either by phone or 

      visitation.  I will ensure that our child(ren) return calls the same day whenever a voice 

      message has been left for them.  I will keep child(ren) calls and parent calls separate.

27.  I will encourage our child/ren to respect and love the other parent.

28.  I will post and honor the "Divorce Rules" found on the Cooperative Parenting 

       Institute website. (www.cooperativeparenting.com).

29. I will use impulse control and shield our child(ren) from parental conflict and negative 

      comments.

30. I will minimize and eliminate our child(ren)'s sense of loyalty binds.

31. I will "consult" with my co‑parent rather than "inform" them of parenting decisions.

32. I will not schedule activities or appointments on the other parent's time without prior              
            agreement.  I will not speak to our child(ren) about any special event prior to talking about
            the event with the other parent, and only if our child(ren) is able to attend the event.
33. I will honor the current order and any new agreements made through the parenting 

      Facilitation process.

34. I will not call the police unless there is a clear threat of physical harm.  

35. I will not ask my attorney to take any adversarial action without first discussing the issue              in a joint session.  If I plan to contact my attorney, I will announce this at the joint session.
________________________________________     ________________________________

Parent Signature




       Date

________________________________________     ________________________________

Parent Signature




       Date

________________________________________     ________________________________

Parenting Facilitator Signature


       Date
Parenting Facilitation
Individual Intake

Name __________________________  Date _______________ Co-Parent _________________
Relationship History

1. Tell me about your relationship with the other parent.                                                                                                               How did you meet?

2. Was one or both or both of you surprised when you separated?

3. How did the decision to separate come about?

4. What led to the separation?

5. What do you think you did to contribute to the difficulties in the relationship?

6. How did you try to solve the problem(s)?

7. Tell me about a time when the relationship worked?  How did you get this to happen?

8. How would your child/ren describe the relationship between you and the other parent now?     

      Would they always describe it this way? Why? (emphasize positive qualities and how they were 

      able to make these things happen)

When the parent offers information about the other parent, bring the focus back to the parent by asking how they dealt with it; how it was successful; what they would do differently?

Decision-Making

9. During your relationship with the other parent, how were decisions made about your child/ren?

10. How are the decisions made about your child/ren now?

11. What was successful about the times when you made mutual decisions about your child/ren?

Conflict Management

12.  How do you typically manage conflict?

13. When did the problems between you and the other parent start?

14. What else was happening at the time?

15. When there was conflict, how were things resolved?

16. How often were you able to resolve the conflict successfully?

17. What worked/didn’t work?

18. What ideas do you have as to how you might resolve conflicts with the other parent now?

19. What keeps you from resolving disagreements?

Parenting Qualities

20. Describe the relationship between you and each of your child/ren.

21. How would each of your child/ren describe the other parent?

22. What are your strengths as a parent?

23. What are the other parent’s strengths as a parent?

24. What was your involvement with your child/ren during the relationship?

25. What is your involvement with your child/ren now?

26. What was the other parent’s involvement with your child/ren during the relationship?

27. What is the other parent’s involvement with your child/ren now?

28. How was the parenting responsibilities handled during the relationship? 

29. How is the parenting responsibilities handled now?

30. What are your concerns regarding the other parent’s parenting skills?

31. What caused the difficulties in the parental relationship?

Parental Awareness of Child/ren

32. What is each of your child/ren’s strengths?

33. What are your child/ren’s weaknesses?

34. What are your child/ren’s special needs? Or, What are your concerns for your child/ren?

35. How do you think the separation impacts your child/ren?

Current Intimate Relationship

36. If currently in a relationship, how is this relationship different from your past relationship with    

      the other parent?

37. Describe the relationship between your current partner and the child/ren.

38. What role do you think your current partner should play in your child/ren’s life?

39. Describe the interaction between your significant other and the other parent.

40. Describe the interaction between yourself and the other parent’s significant other.

Resources

41.  Who has helped you in raising your child/ren?

42. To what extent have you relied on others to help you care for your child/ren?

43. Who/What has helped you through the separation process?  

Focus for the Parenting Facilitation Process

44.  What would you like to do with your time here?

45. When you accomplish this, how will your life change?  How will your child/ren’s life change?

Joint Sessions

Integrate information gather from each individual parent in joint sessions to bring together commonalities, purpose, movement forward, how this information relates to their children, as well as use this information to  frame for the purpose of building collaboration, communication, and goals.

Creating a Window of Hope
Name___________________________
Date___________________
Mission Statement: 
Explain what you hope to achieve.
What are you going to do to address these needs?

What principles or beliefs guide what you hope to achieve?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goals:

These will be written at the first joint session.

1.  ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
2.  ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
3.  ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
4.  ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
5.  ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
6.  ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
     ________________________________________________________________________________
How much is your child/ren counting on you to achieve these goals?

________________________________________________________________________________

1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10

            Not very much                                                                                                               Extremely much
How willing are you to accomplish these goals?

________________________________________________________________________________

1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10

            Not very willing                                                                                                             Extremely willing
How willing are you to put the effort into making the parenting relationship work?

________________________________________________________________________________

1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10 
Not very willing                                                                                                            Extremely willing
How much do you believe the relationship can improve?

________________________________________________________________________________

1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10
Not very much                                                                                                              Extremely much

Hope

What does hope mean to you?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How can you use “hope” to move you forward in the process of creating a parenting partnership with your child’s other parent?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Hope never abandons you; you abandon it”
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 George Weinberg 
 “When you do nothing, you feel overwhelmed and powerless. But when you get involved, you feel the sense of hope and accomplishment that comes from knowing you are working to make things better.”
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 Pauline R. Kezer

“Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished by people who have kept on trying when there seemed to be no hope at all.”
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 Dale Carnegie 
The capacity for hope is the most significant fact of life. It provides human beings with a sense of destination and the energy to get started.
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 Norman Cousins
“Hope is faith holding out its hand in the dark.”
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 George Iles 
Overcoming Obstacles to Effective Co-Parenting

Name________________________________________________

Date__________________________________

Identify your obstacles to effective co-parenting and state how you will overcome these obstacles.
1.  Obstacle:  ________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
 I will overcome this obstacle by     

     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Obstacle:  ________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
 I will overcome this obstacle by       

     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Obstacle:  ________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
I will overcome this obstacle by     

     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  Obstacle:  ________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
I will overcome this obstacle by 
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Obstacle:  ________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
     _________________________________________________________________________________________
I will overcome this obstacle by 

     _________________________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________________________

How willing are you to overcome these obstacles?

________________________________________________________________________________

1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10
Not very willing                                                                                                            Extremely willing

How much effort are you going to put into overcoming these obstacles?

________________________________________________________________________________

1               2               3               4               5               6               7               8               9               10

Not very much effort                                                                                                        Extreme effort

Additional concerns, worries, or problems

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Information about Parenting Facilitation
Parenting Facilitation is a relatively new professional field.  Consequently, guidelines for the profession are minimal at best, and those that are developed, are not universally accepted. Enlightened professionals are spearheading focus groups such as the AFCC and states across the nation to discuss and create a code of conduct or guidelines.  Following are the professional guidelines created by the authors and used in the CPI model of parenting Facilitatation.  Unfortunately, there are no national standards for the profession.  Hopefully, as the field grows, each jurisdiction will develop a standard of practice leading to a national adoption of standards that define and refine the profession of parenting Facilitatation.  

GUIDELINES OF PRACTICE FOR PARENTING FACILITATION 

Guideline I.   Ethical Services 
A parenting Facilitator shall provide ethical and professional services to families in transition.  He/she shall uphold this commitment by maintaining practices that reduce parental conflict, minimize stress for the children, and encourage families, whenever possible, to resolve their own parenting issues without litigation.  The parenting Facilitator shall also clarify their role and responsibilities by obtaining a copy of the court order or settlement agreement prior to offering any services to the family.  

Guideline II.  Clarification of Role
A parenting Facilitator must clarify and explain the difference between the role and responsibilities of a parenting Facilitator and other overlapping professions such as:  psychotherapist, mediator and guardian ad litem.  A parenting Facilitator shall ensure that parents understand, prior to their first joint session, that parenting Facilitatation is not considered psychotherapy.

A parenting Facilitator shall strictly adhere to the role and responsibilities of a parenting Facilitator as outlined in the order or stipulation of the parties.  They shall protect the family's rights and not overstep any authority granted through a court order or settlement agreement.  In addition, a parenting Facilitator shall never make any permanent change to a court order or settlement agreement without written permission from both parents.  Any written change agreed upon by both parents shall be forwarded to the attorneys and guardian ad litem as soon as possible.

Guideline III.  Child Advocate
A parenting Facilitator shall remain "child focused" and encourage both parents to do the same. He or she shall, to the greatest extent possible, ensure that the children are shielded from parental conflict, loyalty binds and any other unnecessary stress.  A Facilitator shall promote the active participation of both parents in the life of their child.

A parenting Facilitator shall assist parents to make informed decisions to promote the best interests of their children.  A parenting Facilitator shall utilize effective mediation skills and creative problem solving skills.  All mutually agreed upon changes shall be included in a final parenting plan.

Guideline IV:  Impartiality


A parenting Facilitator shall remain impartial and not align with either parent or their attorney.   

A Facilitator shall stay aware of any biases, values and/or professional issues that may interfere with his or her ability to perform the responsibilities of an effective parenting Facilitator.   If the Facilitator is unable to remain impartial, for any reason, he or she shall take the necessary steps to assign a new parenting Facilitator.  In order to provide continuity of care, the Facilitator shall provide a consultation with the new Facilitator prior to transferring the case.

Guideline V: Conflict of Interest  

A parenting Facilitator shall disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest as soon as this information is made known to the Facilitator.  

Guideline VI:  Confidentiality
A parenting Facilitator shall ensure confidentiality to the extent that it is defined in the Court Order or Stipulation.  He or she shall remind both parents that any form of mediation performed by a parenting Facilitator is not a confidential process since the court may request information.  A parenting Facilitator shall maintain confidentiality with regard to storage and disposal of records.  A parenting Facilitator shall only speak to an attorney regarding his or her own client and/or regarding the Facilitatation process. 

Guideline VII: Informed Consent 
A parenting Facilitator shall provide each participant with a copy of an informed consent in accordance with the Health Information Privacy Act.  Since parenting Facilitatation is not considered psychotherapy, a written document shall also be provided that clarifies the limitations of the informed consent as it applies to parenting Facilitation. 

A parenting Facilitator shall function as a mandated report.  He or she shall provide parents with a copy of office policies prior to the first joint session addressing guidelines on mandated reporting.

Guideline VIII:  Encouraging Parental Independence
A parenting Facilitator shall encourage parents to make informed decisions regarding all child‑rearing matters and avoid any impulsive or premature resolutions.  A parenting Facilitator shall use caucus‑style negotiations when attempting to reach agreements whenever an imbalance of power may exist between the parents.  If the parents reach an impasse, a Facilitator shall not prolong unproductive sessions that would result in emotional and monetary costs to either parent.

As soon as ongoing services are no longer necessary, a parenting Facilitator shall modify the frequency and intensity of their involvement with the family and change the status of the parents' participation to an "as needed basis."  A parenting Facilitator shall not encourage parents to

become dependent on the process of parenting Facilitatation.  He or she shall not create a situation in which the parents will become dependent on their guidance.  A Facilitator shall promote parental authority when appropriate as well as parental decision‑making. 

Guideline IX:  Appropriate Referrals
A parenting Facilitator shall make appropriate referrals on behalf of the parents for additional services as needed and be able to justify the reasoning behind any referral.  He or she shall never make a referral to any professional in which he or she could profit in some manner. 

A parenting Facilitator shall meet with the children only as necessary to enhance the process of parenting Facilitation.  If the children are in need of ongoing therapeutic services, a Facilitator shall make an appropriate referral and ensure that the proper releases are signed in order to communicate with the child's therapist.  Likewise, if the children are already involved in treatment, a Facilitator shall obtain the proper releases and consult with the child¹s therapist to ensure continuity of care.

Guideline X: Facilitation of Services 
A parenting Facilitator shall keep in close contact with other professionals working with the family in order to ensure continuity of care.   He or she shall ensure that the proper releases have been obtained prior to consulting with professionals.

If a guardian has been assigned for the children, a parenting Facilitator shall establish and maintain contact with the guardian.   He or she shall keep the guardian informed of the family's progress and shall contact the guardian immediately in situations deemed serious emergencies.  Prior to making any "temporary" modifications to the existing court order or settlement agreements, a parenting Facilitator shall consult with the guardian.

Guideline XI: Ex parte Communication
A parenting Facilitator shall not engage in ex parte communication with the Judge either by telephone, fax or in person.

A parenting Facilitator shall prepare and send written updates to both attorneys and guardian regarding any noncompliance exhibited by either parent.   Only when required by the court order shall a Facilitator send a copy of the document to the Judge.

Guideline XII: Temporary Modifications
A parenting Facilitator shall document a rational justifying any "temporary" modification or recommendation.  He or she shall recognize that the overall purpose of any change or directive will be for the purpose of shielding the child from any unnecessary conflict or stress.   A parenting Facilitator shall re‑evaluate each modification at the end of a specified period of time. Temporary changes shall not be used as a negative consequence or sanction against one parent for inappropriate behaviors.  If a temporary recommendation impacts the amount of time with one parent, arrangements shall be made to correct this as soon as possible so as not to reduce parent‑child contact.

Guideline XIV: Safety  

A parenting Facilitator shall take reasonable safety precautions when domestic violence is suspected or documented. A parenting Facilitator shall immediately notify the other professionals involved with the family when an emergency situation is inevitable and the child may be in physical or severe emotional risk, to determine if an emergency hearing is warranted.

Guideline XV:  Legal Advice
A parenting Facilitator shall not give legal advice.  He or she may share basic knowledge of legal issues related to divorce such as legal terminology and the separation process.   However, a Facilitator must encourage parents to consult with their attorney at any point in the process.

Guideline XVI: Dual Roles
A parenting Facilitator shall not perform more than one role with a family prior to or after offering the services of parent Facilitatation.  He or she shall not function as a primary therapist for the child, provide psychological testing or enter into a therapeutic relationship with either parent after providing the services of parent Facilitatation.  However, periodic sessions with the children or coaching sessions with the parents shall not be considered therapeutic, but rather a part of the parenting Facilitatation process.

Guideline XVII:  Documentation
A parenting Facilitator shall keep detailed session and telephone notes for an indefinite period of time.  If the case is transferred to a new Facilitator a complete copy of the file shall remain with the previous Facilitator. 

Guideline XVIII: Financial Matters 
A parenting Facilitator may assist the parents in the resolution of all parenting matters.  Major financial issues such as child support, assets, liabilities, and taxes shall be resolved in standard mediation, between attorneys or by the court.  However, a parenting Facilitator may address finances as they apply to parenting expenses such as, but not limited to,  medical co‑payments, fees associated with extracurricular activities, and the purchase of school supplies. 

Guideline XIX: Testimony 
A parenting Facilitator required to testify shall do so on behalf of the child(ren) rather than for either parent or their attorney.

A parenting Facilitator shall not offer recommendations for physical or legal custody.  However, if asked to report back to court by way of memo or testimony, a Facilitator may reflect upon each parent’s strengths and weakness including observations regarding the effectiveness of the time‑sharing plan.

Guideline XX: Fees 
The fees associated with the services of a parenting Facilitator shall be set as reasonable as possible with a sliding scale.  The joint charge shall not be set higher than the therapist's standard hourly charge.  A parenting Facilitator's hourly fee may be reduced as needed to assist low‑income families.  However, fees shall not be increased based upon the parents' ability to pay. Since parenting Facilitatation is not therapy, no third party reimbursement shall be used.

Guideline XXI.  Professional Education
A parenting Facilitator shall have the education and training necessary to provide ethical and professional services to high conflict families.  Professional education shall include: (a) adult psychopathology, (b) child development, c) children issues of divorce, (d) divorce recovery, (e) basic legal terminology and the legal process of divorce, (f) family systems theory, and (g) mediation and conflict resolution training.  In addition, the parent Facilitator shall remain up‑to‑date on divorce issues and professional training requirements as determined by the jurisdiction in which he or she is providing services.

A parenting Facilitator shall participate in continuing education and be personally responsible for ongoing professional growth.  A parenting Facilitator shall consult with other professionals when necessary such as a family law attorney, child therapist, physician and with at least one established parent Facilitator.  The parenting Facilitator shall not give information or advice in areas in which they are not qualified by training or experience. 
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